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- TAMIL. NADU ACT NO. 28 OF 1970.' . - 

THE TAMIL NADU REQUISITIONING OF MOT( 
VEHICLES ACT, 1970. 

[Received the assefit qf the President on the 4th Octoi 
1970, first published in the Tamil Nadu Gc vernrm 
Gazette Extraordinary, on the 7 t h  October 15 
(Asvina 15,1892).] 

,4e Act to provide for the requisitioning of motor vehic 

Short title and 
lent. 

- - - 
,fir public @rposcs. , 

BE ix enacted by the Legislature of the 
Nadu in t n ~  Twcnty-first Yeax of the Repu 
follows :- 

1. (1) This Act may be called the Tamil Nadu I 
quisiticning of Motor Vehicles Act, 1970. 

< 

(2) It shall be deemed to have come into force ont 
14th August 1970. . I 

4? 

2. In this Act, unless th: context otherwise requirqd 
+ . ;% 

(4 " award " means any award of an arbi d 
made under section 7 ; 

(b) "competent authority" means the C& 
3ioner of Police in the City of Madras a 
:oUector elsewhere ; 

(6) " Government " means the - State 
f l  n L. . .. . ..- - 
(uj :-potor vehicle '' shall have the 

as in claug (1'8) of section 2 of the Mot0 
1939 (Central Act I V  of 1939) and inoludes- 

(i) any movable property ancillary or inci 
to the maintenanace and control of such motor vew 
and '3 

(ii) any right iu or over such motor vebiclrr 4 - - 
movable property ; @ 

* For Statement cC fihjp:?s and .baronsr see 
Governn~ent Gazette Extraordinar-, dated thq 3rd 
Part %Section 3. bane 23." 
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(e) the erpression "P" rson interested " relatioa 
to any motor vehicle, inc udes all persons claimlu sr 

, entitled to claim, an interest in the compensation payaa!e 
on account of the requisitioning of that motor vehicle 
under this Act. 

. . 
3. (1) Where the competent authority is of opxnion power to 

that any motor vehicle is needed, or likely to be needed requisition 
for any public purpose, and that the motor vehicle should "OtDr 

be requisitioned, the competent authority- 

(0) shall call upon the owner or any other person ! 

who may be in possession of the motor vehicle by notice 
in writing (specifying therein the purpose of the requisition) 
to show cause, within seven days of the date of the service , . 
of such notice on him, why the motor vehicle should not 
be requisitioned ; and 

(b) may, by order, direct that neither the owner of 
the motor vehicle nor any other person shall, without the 
permission of the competent authority, dispose of, or 
structurally alter the motor vehicle until the expiry of such 
period not exceeding o~ct *Y;ath as may be specified in 
the order. 

-(2) If, after considering the cause, if any, shown by 
any person interested in the motor vehicle or in possesdon 
thereof, the coalpetent authority is satisfied that it is 
necessary or expedient so to do, it may, by order in writing, 
requisition the motor vehicle and n a y  make such further 
order as appear to it to be necessary or expedient in con. 
nection with the requisitioning. 

i (3) Where the competent authority is satisfied that 
4 having regard to the immediate need for action, it will 
? not be reasonably practicable to give a notice mentioned 

in clause (a) of sub-section (I), it may, after recor6ing 
/* 

s' 6 
' reasons and by order in writing, requisition the motor 
vehicle without such notice and may make such further X 

i ~ =  ' orders as appear to it to be necessary or expedient in 
P 
W ,  connection with the requisitioning. Ir; . ,  

' 4. (1) ,Where any motor ~ehicle has been requisitioned Power ' to  take . 
pi3WssZon c f under section 3, the competent authoriQr may, by notic- requsitianed 

in writing, order the owner ti8 well as :my th8:r pp:rjon mmr veaic@. 
125*74A 
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who may be ia possession of the mcbttor vehicle 
or deliver possession thereof to the compete 
or any person duly author'ised by if in this beh 

(a) forthwith in case an order of re 
passed under sub-section (3) of section 3 ; an 

(b) in any other case, within fifteen days 
service of the notice. 

(2) If any person refuses or fails to comply ,with 
order made mder sub-section (I), the coipetent autho 
may take possession of the motor vehicle and may, 
that purpose;, use such force as may be necessary. 

Rights over the 5. All motor vehicles requisitioned under section 3, shall '.; 
"quisitioned motor vehicle. be used for such purposes as may be mentioned in.the -3 d~ 

notice of re yuisition. 4 
I '$ 

Release from 6. (1) The Government may, at any time, release from .I 
requisitioningm requisition any motor vehicle requisitioned under thk "I! 

Act and shall, as far as possible, restore the motor vehicle ,&.; 

in as good a condition as it was when possession thereof ,,pi 
was taken subject only to the changes caused by rearonablc '3 
wear and tear and irresistible force : a i a d 

a$ 

Provided that where the purposes for which any 
quisitioned motor vehicle was being used cease to 
the Government shall release that motor vehicle, as 
as may be, from requisition. 

(2) Where any motor vehicle is to be released from 
requisition, the competent authority may, after .such 
inquiry, if any, as it may in any case consider news8 
to make or causc to be made, specify by order in writin 
the person to whom possession of the motor vehicle s 
be given and such possession shall, as far as practi 
be given to the perso? from whom possession was 
at the time of the requisition or to the successor 
interest of such person. 

(3) The delivery of possession of the m 
to the person specified in an order under sub-s 
shall be a full discharge of'the Government from a 
in respect of the motor ve cIe, but shall not 
any rights in respect of the I%, tor vehicle whic 
person may be entitled by due process of 1 
against the person to whom possession of 
vehicle is given, 
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ou to whom possession of any 
cle is to be given is not found and 

erson empowered to accept delivery 
tent authority shall cause a notice 
vehicle is released from requ 'sition 

some conspicuous part of the prem-ses in 
was ordinarily kept before the date 
1 also publish the notice in the 

i2 Nudu Government Gazette. 

(5) When a. notice seferred to in sub-section (4) 
published in the limil Nadu Government Gazette, the 

otor vehicle specified in such notice shall cease to be 
subject to requisition on and from the date of such publi- 
cation and shall be deemed to have been delivered to the 

n thereof and the Government 
compensation or other claim in 
e for any period after the said 

(6) Where any motor vehicle requisitioned under this 
Act or any material part thereof is wholly dpstroyed or 
rendered substantially and permanently unfit for the p~upose 

g; for which it was requisitioned by reason of fire, earthquake, 
* tempest, flood or violence, of any army or of a mob or other 

. inesictible force the requisition shall, at the option of tb- 
Government, be ,void : 

. Provided that the benefit of this sub-section shall not 
' be available to the Government where the injury to such 

8; ' motor vehicle is caused by any wrongful act or default of 
the Government. 

+ 
7. (1) Where any motor vehicle is requisitioned under Principles and wethod of this Act, there shall be paid compensation the amount 

of which shall be determined in the manner and in accor- ,,pens,tico, 
dance with the principles hereinafter set out, that is to 
say,-- 

(a) nhere the amount of compensation can be 
fixed by agreement, it shall be paid in accordamce with 

ir'such agreement ; 
< I -  * r * ' 

. (b) .where no such agreement can be reached, the 
Goverfiment shall appoint as arbitrator a person who is, or 
bas been cr is qualified for appointment as, a Judgf: of a 

.' ~ i ~ h  Court ; 
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(c) the Government may, in any particular case, 
naminate a persoo having expert knowlecige as to the n a w  
of the motor vehicle requisitioned to aksist the ' arbitrator 
and where such nomination is made, the person to be 
compensated may also nominate an assessor for the same , 

purpose ; 

(d) at the commencement of the proceedings 
before the arbitrator, the Gover~lent  and the person 

I to be compensated shall state what in their respective 
I opinion is a fair amount of compensation ; 
I 

(e) the arbitrator shall, after hearing the dis 
make an award determining the amount of cornpens 
which appears to him to be just and specifying the per 
or persons to whom such compensation shall be 
and in making the award, he shall have regard 
circumstances of each case and the provisions of sub-section 
(21, so far as it is applicable; 

(f) where there is any dispute as to the person 
persons who are entitled to the compensation, the arb 
rator shall decide such dispute and if the arbitrator fin 
that more persons than one are entitled to  compensuion, 
he shall apportion the amount therecjf amongst such 
persons ; 

(g) n0thir.g in the Arbitration Act, 1940 (Central 
Act X of 1940), shall apply to arbitrations under this 
section. 

(2) The ainount of mwnro~ation payable for the 
requisitioning of any motor vehicle shali consist of,- 

(a) a 1 ecurring payment, in respect of the period 
. - . . , of requisition, of a sum equal to the hire charges which 

would have been payable for the use of the motor vehicle 
if the motor vehicle had been given on hire for that period; . 

(b) such sum or sums, if any, as may be found 
necessary to compensate the person interested for all or 
any of thz following matters, namely :-- 

(i) pec~niary loss due to requisitioning: and 
(ii) damages (other t d n  normal wear and tear) , 

aused to the motor vehicle during the period of requisition, 
including the expenses that may have to be incurred for 
resioring the motor vehicle to the condition in which it war 
at the time of requisition. 

- 

*& --*.mmtq*,*- m... . -  
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) Where an appeal is preferred under sub-section 
e Government may stay the enforcement of the order 
competent authority for sush period and on such 
ens as they think fit. s . 

dec? ths t t'ie High Court may entertain the appeal 
expic* of the said period of thirty days, if it i. 

sfied that ihe appellant was prevented by sufficient 
from filing the appeal in time. 

(a) summoning and enforcing the attendance oi any 
on and examining him on oath ; 
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I (6) requiring the discovery and production of any 
document ; j *+ 

(c) reception of evidence of affidavits ; j .  . 

(d) requisitioning any public record from any court 
or office ; 

* , r  * e  

(e) issuing commissions for examination of witnesses. ' , 

pow@ to 0b&il l  12. The Government or the competent authority may, 
information. \:*:+h a view to carrying out the purposes of section 3, or 

section 6, or section 7, by order require any person to 
furnish to sgch officer as may be specified in the order, 
such information in his possession as may be specified 
relating to any motor vehicle which is requisitioned or 
intended to be req:lisitioned under this Act. . i 

Power to enter 13. The competeqt authority or any officer empowered 
' ,  :.I inspea. in this behalf by such authority by general or special order, 

may enter any premises and inspect any motor vehiclk for' 
the purposes of determining whether, and if so, in what '"'l 
manner, an order under this Act should be made in relation tq 

* to such motor vehicle or with a view to securing compliance 
' with an order made under this Act. , ,i & @& 

I 

I 
i*# 

~clvicc ofnotice 14. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, and 
I orders* any rules tbat may be made under this Act, every notice : P  
I or order issued or made under this Act shall,- - . idd 
I ' ,  

I 
(a) in the case of any notice or order 

nature or afl'ecting a class of persons, be publi 
I Tamil Naa'u Government Gazerre ; and 

I I 
(b) in the case bf any notice or order.affecting an" 

individual corporation or firm, be served in the manner , 

I provided for the service of summons in rule 
. ' , . XXIX or rub 3 of Order XXX, as the case 

+ ., . the First Schedule of 'the Code of Civil Pro 
+ ' .  ::*(Central .Act V of 1908) ; and *. 

P :c L C  

; -; 7 ' .  .. 
(c) in the case of any notice or order affe 

individual person (not being a corporation or 
ncrvcd on such person- 

40 by delivering or tendering it to that 
d 
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(ii) if it cannot be so delivered or tendered, by 
delivering or tendering it to any officer of such person or 
any adult male member of the family of such person, or 
by aft'lxing a copy thereof on the outer door or on some 
conspicuous part of the premises in which that person 
is known to have last resided or carried on business or 
personally worked for gain ; or failing cervice by these 
means, 

(iii) by post. 

(2) Where the o~~llership of the motor vehicle is in 
dispute* or where the persons interested in the motor 
vehicle are not readily traceable and the notice or order 
cannot be served without undue delay, the notice or order 
nay be served by publishing it in the Tamil Nadu ' 

Governnlent Gazette, and where possible, by affixing a 
copy thereof on any conspicuous part of the premises 
wh~re  such motor vehicle was ordinarily kept before the 
date of the requisition. 

15. The Government may, by notification, direct that Deleeation of 
the powers exercisable by thein by or under this Act shall, powers. 
in such circumstances and under such conditions, if any, 
as may be specified in the notification, be exercisable also 

L 
by an officer subordinate to the Government. 

p 

16. (1) No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding Protection of 
shall lie against any person for anything which is in good aflion taken ju 

faith done or intended to be done in pursuance of this good faith. 

Act or any order made thereunder. 

(2) No suit or orher i ~ g d  gLY-eeding shall lie against 
the Government or the competent authority for any damage 
caused or likely to be caused by anything which is in good 
faith done or intended to be done in pursuance of this 
Act or any order made thereunder. 

17. Save as otherwise expressly provided in this Act, Bar of jurisdic- 
no civil court shall have jurisdiction in respect ' of any tion of civil 
matter which the competent authority or arbitrator is Courts. 

empowered by or under this Act to determine, and no 
injunction shall be granted by any court or other autho- 
rity in respect of any action taken or to be taken in pur- 
suaflce of any power conferred by or under this Act. 
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offences. 18. Whoever contravenes any provision of this Act, 

or any rule made thereunder, or any order madelor di~ec-~ 
tion given under this Act, or obstructs the lawful exercise 
of any power conferred by, or under this Act, shall *be. . . 
punishable with f h ,  which may extund to one thousand - 
rupees, 

persons 19. The competent authority, every arbitrator and 
to be public every officer empowered by the Government or the com- 
servants, petent authority, while exercising any power or performing 

any duty under this Act, shall be deemed to be a public 
servant within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian 
Penal Code (Central Act XLV of 1860'). 

Power to make 20. (1) The Government may make rules for carry& 
rules. out the purposes of this Act. 

(2) In particular, a ~ d  %+I- ?-it prejudice to the gene 
rality of the foregoing power, such rules may provide for 
dl or any of the following matters, namely :- 

(a) The procedure to be followed by the corn- 
petent authority in making inquiries under section 3 or 
section 6 ; 

(b) the procedure to be followed in arbitration 
proceedings and appeals under this Act ; 

(c) the principles to be followed in apportioning 
the cost of proceedings before the arbitrator and on appeal 
under this Act ; 

(d) the manner of service of notices and orders ; 
(e) any other matter which has to be, or may be, 

prescribed. 
(3) All rules mads under this Act shall be published 

in the Tqmil Nadu Govenwrent Gazette, and unless they 
are expressed. to come into force on a particular day, shall 
come into force on the day on which they are so published. 

(4) Every rule made under this Act shall, as soon as 
possible after it is made, be placed on the table of both 
Houses of the Legislature, and if, before the expiry of the 
session in which it is SO placed or the next session, both 
Houses ,;--s in making any modification in any such rule a 

or 20th Houses agree that the rule should not be ma&s 
the d e  shall thereafter have effect only in such modified 

- ,  form or be of no effect, as the case may be, so however, 
that any such modificstion or an , lment shall be without - 

' prejudice to the validity of anytlu g previously done undu 
that rule, 

%I.' 
* .  . 

. . 
3 * .  . : Repeal. 21. The Tamil Nbdu Requisitioning of Movable Pro-.. , I *  ; 

petty Ordinam, 1970 (Tamil Nadu Ordinwe I .of., ' + 
*'% 1970) is hereby repealed. 3 @ "-9- 




