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West Bengal Act XXXII of 1957

THE WEST BENGAL GAMBLING AND
PRIZE COMPETITIONS ACT, 1957.

West Ben. Act IT of 1973.
AMENDED .. .. | West Ben. Act XLIV of 1978.
West Ben. Act V of 1979,

(12th March, 1938.]

An Act to consolidate and amend tie low relating to the prevention
of pambling and to pravide for the control and regulation of prize
compelitions.

WHEREAS il is expedient to consolidate and amend the law relating to
the prevention of gambling and 10 provide for the control and regulation
of prize compelitians;

It is hereby enacted in the Eighth Year of the Republic of India, by
the Legislature of West Bengal, as follows:—

CHAPTER I

Preliminary.

1. (1) This Actmay be called the West Bengal Gambling and Prize
Competitions Act, 1957.

(2) It extends 1o the whole of West Bengal.

(3) This section shall come into force at once and the remaining
provisions of this Act, in whole or in part, shall come into *force in such
areas and on such dates as the State Government may, by notification in
the Official Gazette, appoint and for this purpose different dates may be
appointed for different provisions of this Act and for different areas.

CHAPTER 1I.

Prevention of Gambling.

2. (1) In this chapter unless the context otherwise requires:—

'For the Stalement af Qbjects and Reasons. see the Calcutta Gazette, Extraardinary, daicd
the 22nd November, 1957, Part [IVA, page 5553; for proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative
Assembly, see the proceedings of the meetings of that Assembly held on the and 11th December,
1957; and for proccedings of the West Bengal Legislaive Cauncil, see the proceedings of the
meeting af that Council held on the 171h December, 1957,

*Enforcement with elTect from the 12th March, 1958— ’

{n) of Chapler [T of the Act, except seclion £0, in so far as that seclion relates (o birds,
see notification No. 906 P, dated 12.3.58, published in the Calcutta Gazere,
Extraordinary of 1958, Pan 1, page 939.

(b) of Chaprer lTof the Act, se2 noiificarion No. 910 P, dated 12.3.58, published in the
Calcutie Gazeite, Extraordinary of 1958, Part I, page 961.
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120 The West Bengal Gambling and Prize Competitions Act, 1957,
[West Ben. Act
{Chapter HH.—Prevention of Gambling.—Section 2.)

(a) “common gaming house” means any house, room, tent,
walled enclosure, space, vehicle, vessel or any place
whalsoever, in which any tnstrument of gaming is kept or
used for the profit or gain of the person owning, cccupying,
using or keeping such house, room, tent, enclosure, space,
vehicle, vessetl or place, whether by way of charge for the use
of such house, roem, tent, enclosure, space, vehicle, vessel,
place or instrument or otherwise howsoever;
(b} "gaming or gambling” includes wagering or betting excepl
wagering or betring upon a horse-race, when such wagering
or bewing takes place—
(1) inaccordance with the terms and conditions of a licence
granted by the State Governmenl under this Act,
(ii} on the day on which the race is 1o be run, .
(1i1) in an enclosure which the licensee of the race course, i
on which the race is to be run, has set aparr for the
purpose under the terms of license granted under
section 2C, in respect af such race course, or in any
other place appraved by lhe State Government in this
behalf,
{iv} witha licensed book-maker or by means of a totalisator :
as defined in sectivn 14 of the Bengal Amusements  Ben. AaV i
Tax Act, 1922, of 1922.

but does not include a lollery or games of cards like Bridge,
Poker, Rummey or Nap;

{c) “instrument of gaming™ includes any article used or intended
to be used as a means or appurienance of, or for the purposc
of carrying on or [acilitating gaming; .

(d) "magistratc” means a Presidency Magistrate or a Magistrate
aof the Firsi Class;

() “money” includes a cheque or any other negotiable
instrument, a poslal order or a money ordcr;

(fy “police officer” means any member of the Police force and
includes the Commissioner of Police, Calcuta;

(g) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this
chapter;

(h) “printing” includes writing or other modcs of representing
or reproducing words, letters or figores in a visible form.

(2) For the purpose of this chapter all searches made under the

provisions of this chapter shall be conducted in accordance with the

provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, AT

'Clausc (b} was substituted for the original clause by s, 2 of the Wesl Bengal Gambling
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The West Bengal Gambling and Prize Competitions Act, 1957,

XXXII of 1957.]

(Chapter 1.—Prevention of Gambling—Sections 2A-2D.)

'2A. No racing club or the owner, lessce or occupier of any race-
course shall conduct or contrel horse-racing or pony-racing without a
license granted in this behalf.

'2ZB. The owner, lessce or occupier of any race-course may apply to
the Statec Government for a Jicense for horse-racing or pony-racing on
such race-course.

12C. (1) On an application made under section 2B, the State
Government may granl license subject 1o such conditions and for such
period as i thinks {it or may refuse to grant a license.
(2} The conditions subject ta which a license may be granted may
praovide for—
(a) whe payment of such licensc fee as may be prescribed,
(b) the amoum of stakes which may be allotted for different
kinds of horses or ponies,
(¢) the measures to be taken (or the training of persons 10
become Jockeys,

() such other marters, whether directly or indirectly connected

with the horse-racing or pony-racing for which, in the opinion
of the State Government, it is necessary or expedient 1o make
provisions in the license.
(3} The State Government may a1 any lime cancel any license granted
under this section in the event of any hreach of the conditions subject Lo
which it was granted.

(4) The 1crms and canditions of such license shall be published in
the Official Gazette.

(5) The Siate Government may by such license authorise the licensee
1o grant, subject to such conditions as shall be specified by the State
Government in such license, a license to any book-maker 1o carry on his
husiness or vocalien or Lo act as a book-maker or turf commission agent
in respect of horse-races or pony-races held on a race course. The license
to the book-maker may be granted for such period as (he licensce may
think fit; but in no case it shall exceed the period of license granted to
the licensec by the State Government,

D, (1) If any person or association of persons to whom a license
has been granted under section 2C contravenes any of the provisions
subject Lo which such [icense was granted, such person or association of
persons shall be punishable with fine which may extend 1o one thousand
rupecs.

'Sections 24 10 2D were inserted by s. 3 of the West Bengal Gambling and Prize
Campeetitions {Amendinent) Act, 1979 (West Ben, Act V ol 1979).
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122 The West Bengal Gambling and Prize Competitions Act, 1957,

[West Ben. Act

{Chapier Hf.—Prevention of Gambling.—Sections 3, 4.)

(2) If any book-maker 10 whoin a license has been granted by a
licensec in pursuance of the provisions of sub-section (5) of section 2C
contravencs any of the conditions subject to which such license was
granted, he shall be punishable with fine which may extend Lo cne
thousand rupees.

Penalcy for 3. Whoever, being the owner or occupier or having the use of any
E:.‘L.r.::i';%%r, house, room, tent, walled enclosure, space, vehicle, vessel or any place
‘;;_‘J;gor whatsoever, opens, keeps, or uscs the same as a common gaming house;
comimon and whoever, being the owner or occupicr of any such house, room,
i tenl, walled enclosure, space, vehicle, vessel or place as aforesaid,
knawingly or wilfully permits the same to be opened, occupied, used or
kept by any other person as a common gaming house; ’
and whoever has the care or inanagement of, or in any manner assists
in conducling the business of any house, room, tent, walled enclosure,
space, vehicle, vessel or place as aforcsaid opened, occupied, used or
kept for the purpose afaresaid;
and whoever advances or furnishes money for the purpose of gaming
with persons freguenting such house, room, tent, walled enclosure, space,
vehicle, vessel or place as aforesaid;
shall be punishable on conviction, with fine '[with rigorous
imprisonment for a term which may extend 10 three years but shall not
be less than six months and with fine which may extend to two thousand
rupees).
L’:;dg";omrd 4. Whoever is found in any house, room, tent, walled enclosure,
in common space, vehicle, vessel or any place referred 1o in section 3 playing or
E;L“S':'g gaming with cards, dice, counters, money or other instrumenis of gaming,

or is found there present for the purpose of gaming, whether playing for
any moncey, wager, stake or otherwise, shall be punishable, on conviction,
with fine *[with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to
three years but shall nat be less than three months and with fine which
may extend fo five hundred rupees];

and any person found in any common gaming house during any
gaming or playing therein shall be presumed, until the conlrary be proved,
to have been there for 1the purposes of gaming.

'The words within the square brackets wens substituied lor the words “nol exceeding five
hundred rupees or with imprisornment for a term nol excecding three nianths ar with both™ by
5. 2 of the Wesl Bengal Gambling and Prize Competitions (Amendment) Act, 1978 (West
Ben, Act XLIV ol 1978).

*The words within the square brackets were substituied for the words "not exceeding
wo hundred rupees or with imprisonment for a term not exceeding one manth or with



The West Bengal CGambling and Prize Competitions Act, 1957. [23

XXXII of 1957.]

{ Chapter Il.—Prevention of Gambling.—Sections 5-7.)

5. (1) Itshall be lawful for any police officer not below the rank of  Pewerle
Sub-Inspector, 'authorised by the Stale Government in this behalf by ﬁﬂ:;;"r‘::_l
general or special order in wriling, 10 enter, if necessary, by force, with  peliceto
such assistance as he considers necessary, by night or by day, any house, ::;f;'"d
room, tent, walled enclosure, space, vehicle, vessel or place referred to
in seclion 4, which he has reason 10 suspect, is being used as a common
gaming house, and may take into custody all persons whom he finds
therein, whether or not such persons may be Lthen actually gaming;
and may seize all instruments of gaming, and all moneys and securities
' for money, and articles of value, reasonably suspected to have been used
or intended to be used for the purpose of gaming, which are found therzin;
*» and may search all paris of the house, room, tent, walled enclosure,
space, vehicle, vessel or place which he shall have so entered, when he
has reason to believe that any instruments of gaming are concealed
therein, and also the persons of those, whom he so takes into custody;
and may seize and take possession of all instruments of gaming found
upon such search.
(2) All persons taken into custody under sub-seclion (1) shall be
produced before the nearest magistrale within a period of twenty-four
hours of taking into custody excluding the time necessary for the journey
from the place of taking into custody to the court of the magistrate.

6. When any cards, dice, gaming-iable, cloth, boards or olher  Finding
instruments of gaming are found in any house, room, tent, walled gﬁg:cfég'“
enclosure, space, vehicle, vessel or any place whatscever, entered of  housestobe
searched under section 5 or about the person of-any of those who are ﬁ:’ég‘n’;g“h‘“
found therein, it shall be evidence, until Lhe contrary be proved, that  common

- such horse, room, tenl, walled enclosure, space, vehicle, vessel or place ﬁzﬂ‘;cﬂ_g
©° is used as a common gaming house and that the persons found therein
were present there for the purpose of gaming, although no gaming or

playing was actually seen by the police officers.

7. 1f any persen found in any common gaming house entered by  Penally for

. any police officer under seclion 3 upon being arrested by such police ﬁ;‘;;‘::gaﬂ“
officer or upon being brought before any magistrate, refuses or neglects  address.
to give his name and address or gives any false name or address on being
50 required by any such magistrale or police officer, '

he.shall, on conviction, be liable 1o imprisonment for a term not
exceeding one month or (o fine not exceeding five hundred rupees or
with both, together with such costs as 1o the convicting magistrate may
appear reasonable, and in default of payment of fine, if any, also to

imprisonment for a lerm not exceeding one month.

'For notification authorising every police oflicer of or above the rank of Sub-Inspector
of Police to exercise all the powers specilied in section 5(1) of the Act, see notification
No. 5692—P1./P2A—16/59, daied 17.12.60, published in the Calcutta Gazeite of 1960,
Part I, page 4031.
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124 The West Bengal Gambling and Prize Competitions Act, 1957.

[West Ben. Act
(Chapter H1.—Prevention of Gambling.—Sections 8-10.)

Desleuction 8. On conviction of any person for keeping or using any common

gf:::::’;} gaming house, or being present therein for the purpose of gaming, the

aamingand  convicling magistrate may order all the instruments of gaming found

l'?c“\{",‘i‘r‘:'j"l'o“f therein o be destroyed, and may also order all or any of the securtties for

informers. moncy. and other arlicles seized, not being instruments of gaming, to be
sold and converted into money, and the proceeds thereof with all moneys
seized therein o be forfeited; or in his discretion, may order any part
thereof 1o be returned to the persons appearing to have been severally
thereinto entitled;

he may also order that a portion not exceeding one-fourth of any fine
levied under section 3 or section 4 or any portion of the moneys or proceeds
of articles seized and ordered 1o be forleited under this section, shall be
paid as reward to any person, whose information and assistance had
contributed to the detection of the offence and seizure of the moneys and
articles aforesaid.

Proof of 9. Iishall not be necessary, in order to convicl any person of keeping
ﬂﬁ'ﬁ'ﬂg for 4 common gaming house, or of being concerned in the management of

unaecessary,  any common gaming house, to prove that any persen found playing therein
at any game was playing for any money, wager or staker.

G:l.r_nin%_a.nd;l '10. A police officer may arrest without warrant any person found
;;l(;‘:ﬁi]l'];]s in any p_ub[ic market, fair, street or thoroughfare or any Plncc 10 wh.ir:h
to fightin the public have or are permitted to have access, gaming with cards, dice,
;‘ﬂ:‘; counters, moncy or other instruments of gaming,

or any person, setting, for the purpose of gaming, any birds or animals
1o fight in any public market,- fair, street or thoroughfare or any place to
which the public have or arc permitted to have access,

" or any person Lhere present, aiding and abetting such public fighting
of birds and aminals. ’

Such person, when arrested, shall be produced before the nearest
magistrate within a period of twenty-four hours of such arrest excluding
the time necessary for the journcy from the place of arrest to the court of
the magistrate and upon coaviction shall be punishable wilh fine not
exceeding two hundred rupees or with imprisonment for a term not
exceeding one month or with both,

and such police officer may seize all instruments of gaming and all
moneys and securities for money, and all birds and animals found and
reasonably suspecled 10 be used for the purpose of gaming in such public
marke\, fair, sireel, thoroughfare or place or on Lhe persen of those whom
he shall 5o arrest, and the magistrate may, on conviction of the offender,
order such instruments to be forthwith destroyed and such birds and
animals 1o be sold and the proceeds thereof with all moneys seized
therefrom to be forfeited.

'Section |0 was subsiiluled for the onginal section by s. 2 of the West Bengal Gambling
mnd Deva T amnatilane f A manAdeaanry dAar 1077 fack Tian A~ TT A0 1073



The West Bengal Gambling and Prize Competitions Act, 1957.

AXXII of 1957.]

ActY ol
1895.

{Chapter IL—Prevention of Gambling.—Sections 1]-14.)

11. A police officer may arrest without warrant any person who
prints, publishes, sells, disitributes or in any manner circulales any
ncwspaper, news-sheet or olther document or any news or information
with the intention of aiding or facilitating gaming;

and any police officer may enter and scarch any place for the porposc
of seizing, and may seize all things reasonably suspected Io be used or to
be intended to be used for the purpose aforesaid.

All persons 1aken in custody as aforesaid shall be produced belore
the nearest magistrate within a period of twenty-hours of such arrest
excluding the time necessary for the joumey from the place of arrest to
the court of the magistrate.

Each of all such persens shall be punishable, on conviction, with
fine not exceeding two hundred rupees or with imprisonment for a term
nol exceeding one month or with bath.

12.  Nothing in this chapter shall apply to any game of mere skill
whercver played:

Provided that when such game is played in a public market, fair,
carnival or street or in any place where the public may have access, a
permit from the Commissioner of Police, in Calcutta or the District
Magistrate or the Sub-divisional Magistrate elsewhere, shall be obtained
firs, by the organiser thereof, or payment of such fee as may be prescribed.

Any person contravening the provisions of this section shall be
punishable, on conviction with fine not exceeding one hundred rupees
or with imprisonment for a term not exceeding one month or with
both.

13. Any person who shall have been concerned in gaming leading
to, and who shall be examined as a witness before a magistrate in respect
of, the rial of any person for a breach of any of the provisions of this
chapter and who upon such examination shall make truc and [faithful
discovery 1o the best of his knowledge of all things as 1o which he shall
be so examined, and who shall thereupon receive from the said magistrate
a certificate in writing to that cffect, shall be freed from all prosecutions
under the provisions of this chapier for anything done before that time
in respect of such gaming. '

14. OiTences punishable under Lhis chapter shall be triable by any
magistsale having jurisdiction in the place where the offence is committed.

Bui such magistrate shall be restrained within the limits of his
Jjurisdiction under the Code of Criminal Procedure as to the amount of

fine nr imnricnnmeant he mav inflier
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126 The Wesr Bengal Gambling and Prize Compertitions Act, 1957.

[West Ben. Act

(Chaprer 1 —Prevention of Gambling.—Sections 15-18.—
Chapser HE—Contro! and Regnlation of Prize
Competitions. —Section [9.)

Penally fou 15, Whoever, having been convicied of an offence punishable under

SONASEY this chapler, shall be guilty of any such offence, shall be subject, for
every such subscquent offence, to double the amount of punishment with
which he would cthenwise have been punishable for the same; '{ provided
that he shall not be punishable in any case with rigorous imprisonment
for a term not exceeding three years and with fine not exceeding four
thousand rupees.]

;’f_‘:}““:f of 16. No suil, prasecution or giher legal proceeding shatll lie against

nderie " any officer of the Government for anything which is in good faith done

chapter, ar intended 1o be done under this chaprer.

Powerio 17. (1) The Siale Government may, by notification in the Official

E‘;‘hf;“'“ Gazette and afler previous publication, make 2rules for carrying out the

purposes of purposcs of this chapter.
this chapicr, . . . .
(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the

[oregoing power such rules may provide for any matter which is to be or
may he prescribed under this chapler.

Repeal. 18. The following cnactments are hercby repealed:—
(a) The Bengal Public Gambling Act, 1867, BFT{;Q?‘ u
(b) The definitions of “gaming”, “instruments of gaming” and  ©
“common gaming house” in seclion 3, and sections 44, 43,

46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 50A and 51 of the Calcuta Police Act, B AotV

1866; of 1366,
(c) Sections 10, 11, [2, 13, 14, 15, 154 and 59 of the Howrah  XXlof
Offences Act, 1857. 1857,
CHAPTER il

Control and Regulation of Prize Competitions.

Defintrions. 19, In this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires,—
(a) “‘licensing authority™ means any ofticer or authority appointed
by the State Government, by *noufication in the Official
Guzeite, for the purpose of granting licenses under this
chapter;

"The words within the square brackets were substituted for (he words “provided that he
shall ngt be punistzble in wy case with fine ¢xceeding one thousand rupees orwith imprisonment
for a term exceeding onc year or with bolb™ by 5.4 of the Wes! Bengol Gambling and Prze
Competilions (Amendment) Act. 1978 (West Ben, Act XLIV of 1978).

For the West Bengal Gambling Rules, [958, see notification No, 1173—PL, dated the
24.3.58, published in the Caleuitu Gazerte, Extraordinary of 1958, Pan 1, pape 1098,

‘For nolification relsting 1o appointmen of the Depuly Secrelary, Home (Police)
Deparument as the licensing auwharily for the granting licenses under Chaprer 1T of the
AclL see nofification Np. 1758—PL/PIE—16&/59, daicd 18.4.59. published in the Cafcutta
Guzerte of 1959, Pant I, paee 1642



The West Bengal Gambling and Prize Comperitions Acr, 1957,

XXXII of 1957.]

(Chapter 1I.—Conrrol and Regulation of Prize Compelitions.—
Sections 20-23.)

(b) “money” includes a cheque or any other negotiable
instrument, postal order or moncy order;

(c) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this
chapter;

(d) “prize compelition” means any competition (whether called
a cross-word prize competition, a missing-word prize
compelition, a picture prize competition or by any other name
whaisoever, whether af a similar nature or net) in which
prizes are offered for the solution of any puzzle based upon
the building up, arrangement, combination eor permutation,
of letlers, words or hgures.

20. For the purposes of this chapter,—

(a) references 1o printing shall be construed as including
references to writing and other modes of representing or
reproducing letters, words or figures in a visible form; and

(b) documents or other matters shall be deemed to be distributed
if they are distwributed 10 persons or places within or ouside
the area or areas in which this chapter is in force and the
word “distribution™ shall be construed accordingly.

21. No person shall promoie or conduct any prize compelition in
which the total value of the prize or prizes (whether in cash or otherwise)
to be offered in any month exceeds one thousand rupees or in which the
number of eniries exceeds two thousand.

22, Subject (o the provisions of seclion 21, no person shall promote
ar conducl any prize competition in which the wotal value of the prize or
prizes (whether in cash or otherwise) (o be offered in any month does not
cxceed ane thousand rupees unless he has obiained in this behabf a licence
granted in accordance with the provistons of this chapter and the rules
made Lhereunder.

23. (1) Every person desiring to obtain a licence referred to in
section 22 shall make an application in writing to the licensing authority
in such form and manner as may be prescribed.

(2) On (he receipt of such application, the licensing authority, alter
making such inquiry as it considers necessary, shall, by order in writing,
either grant 1he licence applied for or refuse 1o grant the licence.

(3) Where the licensing authority refuses 1o grant a licence it shall
record a briel sitement of the reasons for such refusal and furnish a
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The West Bengal Gambling and Prize Competitions Act, 1957.

[West Ben. Act

{Chapter Ill.—Control and Regulation of Prize Competitions.—
Sections 24-27.}

(4) The fees on payment of which, the period for which, the cenditions
subject to which, and the form in which, a licence may be granted shall
be such as may be prescribed.

24. Every person who promotes or conducls a prize competition in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter and the rules made
thereunder shall keep accounls relaling to such compelition and submit
to the licensing authority a statement of accounts in such form and at
such intervals as may be prescribed.

25. (1) The licensing authority may, after giving the holder or any
licence a reasonable oppyrtunity of being heard, cancel or suspend the
licence on any one or mare of the following grounds, namely:—

(a) that there has been a breach of any of the conditions subject
o which the licence was granted;

(b} that the holder of the licence has cantravened any of the
provisions of section 24,

(2) Whenever a licence is cancelled ar suspended the licensing
authority shall record a brief statement of the reasons for such cancellation
or suspension and furnish a capy thereol to the person whose licence
has been cancelled or suspended.

26. If apy person promoles or conducls any prize competition in
conlravention of the provisions of section 21 or section 22, he shall on
conviction be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend
to three manths, or with fine which may extend 1c one thousand rupees,
or with bath.

27. If any person liable under section 24 to keep accounis or lo
submit statements of accounts fails (o keep accounts or to submit
statements of accounts as required by that section or kecps accounts or
submits statcments of accounts which are false and which he either
knows or believes 1o be false or does not believe 10 be true, he shall, on
conviclion be punishabie with imprisonment for a term which may
extend 10 onc month, or with fine which may extend to five hundred
rupees, or with both, but nothing contained in this section shall affect

B e



The West Bengal Gambiing and Prize Conipetitions Act, 1957.

XXXII of 1957.]

{Chapter HHl.—Controt and Regulation of Prize Competitions.—
Sections 28, 29.)

28. If any person with 2 view to the promotion or conduct of any
prize competition except in accordance with the provisions of a licence
under this chapter or in contravention of the provisions of this chapter
or in connection with any prize competition promoled or conducted except
in accordance with such provisions—

(a} prints or publishes any ticket, coupon, or other document
for use in the prize compelition; or
(b} sclls or distributes or offcrs or advertises for sale or
distribution, or has in his possession for the purpose of sale
or distnibution any ticket, coupon or other document for use
in the prize competition; or
(c) prints, publishes or distributes, or has in his possession for
the purpose of publication or distribution,
{i) any advertisement of the prize competition, or
(it} any list {(whether complele or not) of prize winners in
the prize competition, or
(iii) any such matter descriptive of, or otherwise relating
to. the prize competition as is calculated to act as an
inducement to persons (o parlicipate in 1hat prize
compelition or any other prize competition; or
(d) brings, or inviles any person fo send, into the area or areas
in which this chapter is in force, for the purpose of sale or
distribution, any lickel, coupon or other document for use
in, or any advertisemenl of, 1he prize competilion; or
(e) sends, or atiempis to send, oul of the arca or arcas in which
this chapter is in force, any meney or valuable thing received
in respect of the sale or distribution of any tickel, coupon or
other document for use in the prize compelition; ar
() uses any premises, or causes or knowingly permits any
premises (0 be used, for purposes connecled with the
promolicn or conduct of the prize competition; or
{g) causcs of procures or altempls o procure any person 1o do
any of the abovementioned acts,

he shail on convictian be punishablc with imprisonment for a term which
may extend to thre¢ manths, or with fine which may extend 10 five
hundred rupecs, or with bath.

29. (1) If any person guilty of any affeace under this chapier is a
company, every person wha, at the time the alfence was committed was
in charge of, and was responsible to the company, as well as the company,
shall be deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall be liable to be

[ | . P . A |
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Providet that nothing contained in this sub-section shall render any
such person liable 10 any punishment provided in this chapier il he proves
that the offence was committed without his knowledge or that he cxercised
all due diligence 1o prevent the commission of such offence,

(2) Nouwvithsianding anything contained in sub-section (1), where
an offence under this chapicr has been committed with thic consent or
connivance of or is attributable lo gross neglect on the part of any
director, manager, secrelary or other officer of the company, such dircctor,
manager, sccrelary or other officer shatl also be decmed 10 be guily of
that offence and shall be lable 10 be proceeded against and punished
accordingly.

Exp!qnarfon.—For the purposes of this section,—

(a) “company” means a body corporate and includes a firm or
other association of individuals; aad
(b) “director’ in relaticn to a firm means a partner in the finn.

Powerof 30, The licensing avthority may—

:ﬁﬁﬂﬂim ‘ (a) requirc any person promoling or conducting a prize compeli-

call for and Lion 10 produce before it Lthe accounls and olher documenis ,
:ﬁ!ﬁf;!sm,d kept by such persen or 1o furnish to it such other tnformation l

documems. relating 1o the prize compelition as il may require;
(b) inspect at all reasonable times the accounts and other
documents kept by such person.

Paweraf 31, (1) Lushall be lawful for any police officer not below the rank of
_',::_,i?d:"d Sub-Inspcctor ‘authorised by the Staic Government in this bchnlf by :

general or special order in writing,—

{a) to emter, if necessary by force, whether hy day ar by night,
with such assisiance as he considers necessary, any premises
which he has reason to suspect are being used for purposes
connccled with the promotion or conduct of any prize
compclition in contravention of the provmons of this
chaprer;

(b} to search the premises and the persons whom he may find
therein; )

(c) (o take into cuslody and produce before a magistrate all
persons who are concerned, or against whom a reascnable
complaint has been made or credible information has been
received or a reasonable suspicion exisls of their having been

'For netificalion welating 1 abe authorisation of every police ollicer af or above the
rank of arn Assistant Commissioner of Police, in Calculta, and a Deputy Supcrintendent
ol Palice, clsewhere, to exercise all the powers specified in clauses (a), (b). (c) and (d) of

" sub-section {17 of section 31 ofthe AcL. see notification No. 912 PL. fated 17 % 58 rubtiched
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concerned with the user of such premises for purposes
connecied with, or with the promotion or conduct of any
prize competition in conlraveation of the provisions of this-
chapter; and .

(d) 1o seize all things found therein which are intended 1o be
used or reasonably suspecied to have been used in connection
with such prize competition.

(2) Al searches under this section shal! be made in accordance with
the provisicns of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898,

32. Where any newspaper or other publication cortains any mater
referred to in clause (c) of section 28 relaling to any prize competition
promoted or conducted in contravention of the provisions of this chapier
or cxcepl in accordance with the provisions of a licence under this
chapier the State Government may, be notification in the Official Gazette,
declare every copy of such ncwspaper or other publication (o he
forfeiled.

33, Any person aggrieved by the decision af the licensing authoriy
refusing to grant a licence or cancelling or suspending a licence may,
within such time as may be preseribed, preler an appeal to the State
Government and the decision of the Staic Government on such appeal

-shall be final.

34. " The licensing authorily and any other officer acting under this
chapter shali be deemed 1o be public servants within the meaning of
section 21 of the Indian Penal Code.

35, Nocourtinfertor to that of a Presidency Magistrate or a magistrate
of the first class shall 1y any offence under this chapter.

36. No suil, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lic against
Ihe licensing authorily or any olther officer of the Government for anything
which is in good faith donc or intended 1o be done under this chapler or
the rules made thercunder.

37. (1) The Staie Governmenl may, by notilicalion in the Official
Gazetre, and after previous publication, make 'rules for carrying out the
purposcs of Lhis chapler,

‘For the West Bengal Prize Competilions Rules, [958, see notification No. 1172-PI,
dated the 24.3.58, published in the Cufenita Gacente, Extraordinary of 1958, Port I,
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(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the
foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or any of the following
maltlers, namely:—

(a) the form and manncr of application for a licence under this
chapter and the fees, if any, for such licence;

(b} the period for which, the conditions subject 1o which and the
form in which, a licence may be granted under this chapter;

{(c) the form in which and the intervals at which statements of
accounts refemred to in section 24 shall be submitted to the
licensing authorily; '

(d) the time within which an appeal against a decision of the
licensing authorily under this chapter may be preferred 10
the State Government,;

(c) any other matter which is to be or may be prescribed under
this chapter.





