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BOMBAY ACT No. I OF 1959.

[Tes BoMBAY INFERIOR ViLLagE WATANS ABOLITION Act, 1958)
[20th January 1959)

An Adct to abolish the inferior village watans prevailing in ceriain paris of the
State of Bombay.

WHEREAS it is expedient in the publi¢ interest to abolish the hereditary village
offices of lower degree than that of a revenue or police patel or village accountafit
and the watans appertaining thereto prevailing in the pre-Reorganisation State of
Bombay, excluding the transferred territories and in the Hyderabad area of the
State of Bombay and to provide for matters consequential and incidentat thereto ;
It is hereby enacted in the Ninth Year of the Republic of India as follows :—
1. () This Act may be called the Bombey Inferior Village Watans Abolition Shorttitls,
Act, 1958, omeand

(2) It extends to the pre-Reorganisation State of Bombay, excluding the traps- ment.
forred territories and to the Hyderabad area of the State of Bon.say.

(8) This section, shall come into force at onoce, ST

{4) The State Government may, by notification in the Gfficial Gazette, direct that
the remaining provisions of this Act shall come into force in such local area and on-
such date as may be specified in the notification.

2. (1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires— Definflions.
(%) “appointed date * in relation to any local area means the date on which the
Femaining provisions of this Act’come into force in such local area under sub-
section (£) of section 1; .
(#%) *“authorised holder’’ means s person in whom vests the ownership ef
s watan Jand which has been validly alienated permanently by the watandar
whether by sale or gift or otherwise, under the existing watan law ;

(#%) ** Code ” means in relation to the pre-Reorganisation State of Bombay,
excluding the transferred territories, the Bombay Land Revenue Code, 1879, and
in relation to the Hyderabad area of the State of Bombay, the Hyderabad
Land Revenue Act, 1317 F.;

(t¥v) “* Collector * includes an Officer appointed by the State Government to
perform the functions and exercise the powers of the Collector under this Act ;

(v) ““existing watan law * includes any enactment, ordinance, rule, by-law»
regulation, order, notification, Vat-Hukum or any other instrument having the
force of law, relating to inferior village watans which may be in force immediately
before the appointed datein the local area in which the remaining previsions of
this Aot come into force under sub-section (4) of section 1 ;

() ** inferior village hereditary office ** means every village office of lowsr
degree than that of a revenue ov police patel or village accountant held here-
ditarily under the existing watan law for the performance. of duties connected
with the administration or collection of the public revenue of a village or with the
village police or with the settlement of boundaries or other matters of civil udmini-
stration of a village and includes such office even where the services originally
appertaining to it have ceased to be demanded ;

1 For Btatement of Objeots and Reasonz sez Bombay Govermmeni Gazeile, 1958, part-IV,
pp- 485-426,
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(vi7)  inferior village watan " means the inferior village bereditary  office
together with the tenure of watan property, if any, and the rights, privileges and
liabilities attached| thereto ; :

(piéi) ¢ prescribed *” means prescribed by rules made under this Act ;

(%z) ¢ tenancy law ~ means—

(a) in the pre-Reorganisation State of Bombay, excluding the transforred

territoriea, the 1 mbay Tenancy and Agricultural Lands Act, 1918, and ﬁ;’;n

“of
1048

(6) in the Hyjterabad arca of the State of Bombay, the Hyderabad Tenancy Hyd.
and Agriculturd] Lands Act, 1950 ; cdot
(z) *° unauthorised holder ”” means & person in possession of a,watan land XfXI

without any righf;, or ‘under a lease, mortgage, sale, gift or any other kind of 1950.

alienation thereofLwhich is null and void under the existing watan law ;

(zi) *“ watandar ™ means a person having a hereditary interest in an inferior
village watan under the existing watan iaw:

Provided that where any watan has been entered in a register ot tecord under the
existing watas law as held by the whole body of watandars, the whole of euch bodyv
shall bo deemed toi be a watandar. :

(zi1) “ watan 14nd " means the land forming part of the watan property ;
{zii1) ** watan [property ** means the moveable ot immovable property held
acquired or assigned under the existing watan law for providing remuneration

for the: performahee of the duty appertaining to an inferior village hereditary

office and includds a right under the existing watan law to levy customary fees

ot perquisites in \money ot in kind whether at fixed times or otherwise and also

ipcludes cash phyments in addition to the original watan property made volun-

tarily by the Skate Govermment and subject periodically to modification or
withdrawal ;

(2) The other wards or expressions used but not defined in this Act shall have
the meaning assigned to them in ths Code.

(3) References iy this Act to the incidents of watans shall, notwithstanding the
sholition of the wjtanﬁ by this Act, be construed as references to the incidents aa
they were in forcd immediately before the appointed date.

3. (1) If auy question arises,—
(@) whether ahy land is watan land,

questicns and (b) whether ahy person is a watandar,

appeal

Abolitiop of

inferior
village
webaps
together
with
inoidents
thezeof.

L3

x'b

(¢) whether any person is an unauthorised holder, i |
the Collector shall; after giving the party affected an opportunity to be heard and
after holding an ipquiry, decide the question.
(2) Auy person aggrieved by such decision may file an appeal to the State
Government withip ninety days of such decision.
(3) The decision| of the Collector, subject to an appeal under sub-section (2} and
the decision of the State Government in appeal under sub-section (2) shall be finil.

4. Notwithstanding anything ip any usage, custom, settlement, grant, agree-
ment, sanad, ot in guy decree or order of a court or in the existing watan law, with
effect ou and froni the appointed date,
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(1) all inferior village watans shali be and are hereby abolished,

(2) allincidguts (including the right to hold office and watan property, the right
to levy customary fees or perquisites in money or in kind, and the liability to
render service) appertaining to the said watans shall be and arc hereby extin.
guished,

(3) subject to the provisions of sections 5, 6 ard 9 all watan land shall be and is
hereby resumed and shall be subject to the paymeut of land reveunue under the
provisions of the Code and the rules made thereunder as if it were an unalieated
land :

Provided that such resumption shall not affect the validity ot any alienation of
such watan land made in accordance with the provisions of the existing watan law
or the rights of uu alienee thereof or auy person claiming under or through him.

5. (Z) A watan lard resumed under section 4 shall, in cases not falling under Regrant of
sections 6 and 9 be regranted to the watandar of the watan to which it appertained t‘?;‘;‘,’;:gdof
ou payment by or on behalf of the watardar to the State Government of the watan.
occupancy price equal to three times the amount of the full assessment of such
land within the prescribed period and iu the prescribed manrer and the watandar
shall be deemed to be an occupant within the meanirgof the Code in respect of
such land and shall primarily be liable to pay land revenue to the State Goveru-
meut in accordance with the provisions of the Code and the rules made thereunder ;
and all the provisions of the Code ard rules relating to unalienated land shall, subject

to the provisions of this Act, apply to the said land :

Provided that in respect of the watan land which was not assigned under the
existing watan law as the remuneration of the inferior village hereditary, office, ar
occupaucy price equal to the amount of the full assessment of such land shall be
paid by or on behalf of the watandar for the regrart of such land.

(€) 1f there is failure to pay the occupancy price under sub-section (I) within
the prescribed period and in the prescribed manuer, the watandar shall be deemed to
be unauthorisedly occupying the land and shall be liable to be summarily evicted
therefrom by the Collector in sccordance with the provisions of the Code.

(3) The occupancy of the land regranted uypder sub-section () shall not be trans-
ferable or partible by metes and bounds without the previous sanction of the
Collector and except on payment of such amount as the State Government may by
general or special order determire. :

6. Where any watan land resumed undersection 4 is held by an authorised holder, Regrant of
it shall be regranted to the authorised holder on the payment by him to the ;“:;‘l::idad
State Government of the oceupancy price mentioned in section b and subject to the yotgers.
like conditions and consequences ; and all the provisions of section 5 shall apply
mulalis mutandis in relation to the regraunt of the land under this section to the

authorised holder as if hie were the watandar.

1. Auy provision of law, usage or practice relatingtothe succession to any Specisirule
inferior village watan whereby contrary to the personal law governing the parties e don
the rdle of primogeniture was followed and the female heirs were postponed in ’
favour of male heirs, shall, ou aud from the appointed date, be void and ceaseto he

in force.

RC-53A
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8. If any watan laud has been lawfully leased and such_lease is subsisting
on the appointed date, the provisions of the tevancy law shall apply to the
said lease and the rights and liabilitics of the holder of such land, and his tenant or
tenants shall, subject to the provisions of this Act, be governed by the provisious of
the said law.

Eazplanation.—For the purposes of this section the expression “‘land ” shall
have the same meating as assigned to it in'the tenancy law.

9. (I) Where "any Watﬁn land resumed uunder section 4 i8 in the possession of
an upauthorised holder, such urauthorised holder shall be summarily evicted
therefrom by the Collector in accordance with the provisions of the Code :

Provided that wherein the case of any unauthorised holder, the State Government
is of opinion that in view of the investment made by such holder in the development
of the land or in the non-agriculbural use of the land or otherwise, the eviction
of such Lolder from the land will involve undue hardship to him, it may direct the
Collector to regrant the land to such holder on payment of such amount and subject
to such terms and conditions as the State Government may determine and the
Collector shall regrant the land to such holder accordingly.

(?) Watan land which is not regranted under sub-section (I) shall be disposed
of in accordance with the isions of the Code and the rules made thereunder
applicable to the disposal of unoccupied unalienated land.

10, A watandar shall, for the abolition of all his rights in the watan be entitled
to compensation, equal to the aggregate of the amounts calculated in the manner
provided in the following clauses (a), (b) and (¢) :—

(a) where the full or a portion of the assessment of the waten land was assigned
towards the emoluments of the watandar, seven times the amount equal to the
difference between the amount. of such assessment or portion and the amount of
quit-rent (Judi), if any, payable to the State Government by the watandar ;

{b) seven timea the amount equal to the annual cash allowance or other annual
payment of money (not being the rent of land resumed under clause (b} ofsection 12
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of the Bombay Hereditary Offices Act, 1874, or a like provision under any existing B, &
watan law), made by the State Government to the watandar under the existing {é}f

watan law ;

(¢) three times the cash value of the average of the customary fees or perquisites,
in money or in kind lovied or leviable by the watandar under the existingm watan
law during the three years immediately preceding the appointed date ; such cash
value shall be determined in the prescribed manner.

11, (2) If any wam if;:e entitled to c:fmpensstion under pection 10 or an
other person is aggrie y the provisions of this Act as abolishing, extinguishing
or modifying any of his rights to, or interest in, property and if compensation for
such abolition, extingnishment or modification has not heen provided for in the
BC-538


http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5261&m=db

Remove Watermark .-

1959 : Bom.1]  Bombay Inferior ¥illage Watans Abolition Act, 1958 55

provisions of this Act, such watandar or person may make an application o |
the Collector for compensation in the prescribed i{)rm within the préecribed
period.

(2) The Collector shall, after holding & formal inquiry in the manner provided
by the Code, make an awatd determining the compensation in the manner and
according to the method provided for in sub-section () of section 23 and peotion 24

Tof1804. of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, ,

(3) (5) Where the officer making an award under sub-section (2) is & Collestor
under this Act but not a Collector appointed under the Code and the ameunt of snch
award exceeds five thousand rupees, then the award shall not be made without
the previous approval of the Collector appointed under the Code.

) Every award under sub-section (2) shall be in the form prescribed in section
Lof 1884. 26 of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894. :

(4) Nothing in this section shall entitle a person to compensation on the ground
that any watan land which was wholly or pattially exempt from the payment of
land revenue has been urder the provisions of this Act made subject to the pay-
ment of full assessment in accordance with the provisions of the Code.

12. An appeal shall lie against ap award of the Collector to the Bombay Revenus Appes!
Bom. Tribunal constituted under the Bombay Revenue Tribunal Act, 1957, notwith- 'Uﬂ"u'": ,

ffxl}gs. standing anything contained in the said Act.  awand.
18. (I) The Bombay Revenue Tribunal shall, after giving notice to-the appellant procequrs
and the State Government, decide the appeal and record its decision. before

Reverme
(2) In deciding an appeal under this Act the Bombay Revenue Tribunal shall Tribunsl.
exercise all the powers which a Court has and shall follow the same procedure which
a Court follows in deciding appeals from the decree or order of an original court
vof under the Code of Civil Procédure, 1908.
1008
14. Every appesl made under this Act to.the Bombay Revenue Tribunal shall Limitation.
be filed within a period of sixty days from the date of the award of the Collector.
Ixof The provisions of sectiens 4, 5, 12 and 14 of the Indian Limitation Act, 1908, ghall
1908.  apply to the filing of such appeal. :

viiof  15. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Court-fees Act, 1870, or the Court-fees.
1870.  Hyderabad Court Fees Act, 1324 F, -every appeal made under this Aot to the
v1 Bombay Revenue Tribunal shall bear b court-fee stamp of such value as may

. be prescribed.
16. The award made by the Collector subject to an appeal to the Bombay F"nﬁ‘:&f
Revenue Tribunal and the decision of the Bombay Revenue Tribunal on thﬂ;:::i;lonof
appesl shall be final snd conclusive and shall not be questioned in any suit or Revenve

proceeding in any Court. Tribunal.

17. Al inquiries and, proceedings befors the Collector and the Bombey Revenue Toquiis
Tribunsal under this Act shall be deemed to be judicial prooeedings within the &2 t
lxgof meaning of seotions 193, 219 and 228 of the Indisn Penal Code. boj
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18. The State Government may, subject to such restrictions smd cenditions
as it may impose, by notification in the Official Gazette, delegate to any of its
officers not below the rank of a Collector, all or any of the powers conferred on -
it by this Act.

19. The State Government may, subject to the condition of previous publi-
cation, make rules for the purposes of carrying out the provisions of this Aet.
Such rules shall, when finally made, be published in the Offivial Gazette,

20. Nothing contained in this Act shall affect—

{J) any obligation or liability already incurred under an incident of an inferior
village watan before the appointed date, or

(%) any proceeding or remedy in respect of such obligation or Vdiability,

and sny such proceeding may be continued or any such remedy may be enforced
a8 if this Act had not been passed.
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anfor foreft & = fawrTegT areEdt oy (Gae o). :
In pursuance of clause (3) of article 348 of the Constitution of India, the followirig translation in -
English of the Bombay Paragana and Kulkami Watans (Abolition), the Bombay Service Inams (Useful to
Community) Abolition, the Bombay Merged Territories Miscellaneous Alienations Abolition, the

Bombay Inferior Village Watans Abolition and the Maharashtra Revenue Patels (Abolition of Office}
(Amendment) Act, 2008 (Mah. XIX of 2008), is hereby published under the authority of the Governor.

By order and in the name .of the Govemor of Maharashtra,

\ " A. M. SHINDEKAR,
Secretary to Governmént,

Law and Judiciary Department.

MAHARASHTRA . ACT NO. XIX OF 2008.

(First published, after having received the assent of the Governor, in the
“ Maharashtra Government Gazette 7 on the 9th May 2008.).

An Act further to amend the Bombay Paragana and Kulkarni
Watans (Abolition) Act, 1950, the Bombay Service Inams (Useful to
Community) Abolition Act, 1953, the Bombay Merged
Territories Miscellaneous Alienations Abolition Act, 1955,
the Bombay Inferior Village Watans Abolition Act, 1958 and the .
Maharashtra Revenue Patels (Abolition of Office) Act, 1962.

Bom. Lx ~ WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Bombay Paragana
B Oﬁ’;_ 13)5& and Kulkarni Watans (Abolition) Act, 1950, the Bombay Service Inams
of 1953. (Useful to Community) Abolition Act, 1953, the Bombay Merged
BOg}- i)f)?;l Territories Miscellaneous Alienations Abolition Act, 1955, the Bombay
pom. 1 Inferior Village Watans Abolition Act, 1958 and the Maharashtra
Malffxlgi‘t Revenue Patels (Abolition of Office) Act, 1962, for the purposes
- of 1962. hereinafter appearing ; it is hereby enacted in the Fifty-ninth Year of
the Republic of India as follows :—
_ , _ C{deyy, N
HAT HB-%3 [fpua : v18 gly.00] o
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CHAPTER 1
PrEL.DMINARY.

1. This Act may be called the Bombay Paragana and Kulkarni
Watans (Abolition), the Bombay Service Inams (Useful to Community)
Abolition, the Bombay Merged Territories Miscellaneous Alienations
Abolition, the Bombay Inferior Village Watans Abolition and
the Maharashtra Revenue Patels (Abolition of Office) (Amendment)
Act, 2008.

CHAPTER1I
AsENDMENT To THE BovBay PARAGANA AND KULKARNI
WaTaNs (ABoLITION) Act, 1950.

2. In section 4 of the Bombaj Paragana and Kulkarni Watans
(Abolition) Act, 1950, the first paragraph of sub-section (2) shall be
re-numbered as clause (a) thereof, and after clause (a) as so re-numbered,

but before the first proviso, the following clause shall be inserted,

namely :—

“{b) Before the commencement date, if any such occupancy has
already, without previous-sanction or no objection certificate from
the Collector or any other authority, been transferred by the
occupant, for agricultural purpose, such transfer may be regularised
on the production of registered instruments such as sale deed, gift
deed, etc., as a proof thereof, for such transfer. After such
regularisation, the cccupancy of such land shall be held by such
transferee occupant on new and impartiable tenure {Occupant
Class II), in accordance with the provisions of the Code :”.

CHAPTER I1I

AMENDMENT TO THE BoMBAY SERVICE INAMS (USEFUL TO COMMUNITY)
ABOLITION AcT, 1953.

3. Insection 5 of the Bombay Service Inams (Useful to Community)
Abolition Act, 1953, the first paragraph of sub-section (3} shall be
re-numbered as clause (a) thereof, and after clause (¢} as so
re-numbered, but before the first proviso, the followmg clause shall be
inserted, namely :—

Bom. LX .
of 1950.

Bom. LXX ‘

of 1953

“(b) Before the commencement date, if any such occupancy has -

already, without previous sanction or no objection certificate from
the Collector or any other authority, been transferred by the
occupant, for agricultural purpose, such transfer may be regularised
on the production of registered instruments such as sale deed, gift
deed, etc., as a proof thereof, for such transfer. After such
regularisation, the occupancy of such land shall be held by such
transferee occupant on new and impartiable tenure (Occupant
Class II), in accordance with the provisions of the Code :".
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CHAPTER IV

AMENDMENTS TO THE BoMBAY MERGED TERRITORIES MISCELLANEOUS
ALIENATIONS ABOLITION AcT, 1955.

Bl?m 4. In section 6 of the Bombay Merged Territories Miscellaneous Amecndment
XKool Alienations Abohtlon Act, 1955 (hereinafter, in section 5 of this Act, of section &

referred to as “the said Act’ ", in the second proviso,— "x&ﬁ"';‘f'

(a) for the words “ Provided further that, on or after ” the words, 1?3
brackets and letter “ Provided further that, () on or after “shall be
substituted ;

(5) the following shall be added at the end, namely :\—I

“,; and (b) before the commencement date, if any such occupancy
has already, without previous sanction or no objection certificate
from the Collector or any other authority, been transferred by the

L occupant, for agricultural purpose, such transfer may be regularised
‘ on the production of registered instruments such as sale deed, gift.
deed, etc.,, as a proof thereof, for such transfer. After such
regularisation, the eccupancy of such land shall be held by such
" transferee occupant on new and 1mpart1able tenure (Occupant
Class II), in aceordance with the provisions of the Code :”

5. In section 7 of the said Act, the first paragraph of sub-section (3) Amendment
shall be re-numbered as clause (a) thereof, and after clause (a) as gg %CSI‘]‘]"“ 7
so re-numbered, but before the first proviso, the following clause shall xxi1 of
be inserted, namely :— 1955.

“{b) Before the commencement date, if any such occupancy has
already, without previous sanction or no objection certificate from
the Collector or any other authority, been transferred by the
eccupant, for agricultural purpose, such transfer may be regularised
on the production of registered instruments such as sale deed, gift
deed, ete, as a proof thereof, for such transfer. After such
regularlsatmn the occupancy of such land shall be held by such
transferee occupant en new and 1mpart1able tenure (Occupant Class
1I}, in accordance with the provisions of the Code :”

CHAPTER V

. AMENDMENT TO THE BoMBAY INFERIOR VILLAGE WATANS
ApoviTion Act, 1958,

‘Bom. 1 @6, In section 5 of the Bombay Inferior Village Watans Abolition Amendment
of 1959 Act, 1958, the first paragraph of sub-section (3) shall be re-numbered g§ fection 5
as clause (a) thereof, and after clause (¢} as so re-numbered, but before o959,

the first proviso, the following clause shall be inserted, namely :-—

“(b) Before the commencement date, if any such occupancy has
already, without previous sanction or no objection certificate from
the Collector or any other authority, been transferred by the
occupant, for agricultural purpose, such transfer may be regularised
-on the production of registered instruments such as sale deed, gift
deed, etc., as a proof thereof, for such transfer. After such
regulansatlon the occupancy of such land shall be held by such
transferee occupant on new and impartiable tenure (Occupant Class

II), in accordance with the provisions of the Code :”.
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CHAPTER VI
AMENDMENT T0 THE MAHARASHTRA REVENUE PATELS
{ApoLrTion oF OrFICE} AcT, 1962.
- Amendment 7. In section 5 of the Maharaslitra Revenue Patels (Abolition of Mau.
of section 5 Office) Act, 1962, the first paragraph of sub-section (3) shall be re- 0;‘{%2
X(;{XB\? mf numbered as clause {z) thereof, and after clause (a) as so re-numbered,
1962. but before the first proviso, the following clause shall be inserted,

namely :—

“{b) Before the commencement date, if any such occupancy has
already, without previous sanction or no cbjection certificate from
the Collector. or any other authority, been transferred by the
occupant, for agricultural purpose, such transfer may be regularised
on the production of registered instruments such as sale deed, gift- .
deed, etc., as a proof thereof, for such transfer. After such .
regularisation, the occupancy of such land shall be held by such
transferee occupant on new and impartiable tenure (Occupant
Class II), in accordance with the provisions of the Code :”

CHAPTER VII
MISCELLANEOUS

Removal of 8. For the removal of doubts, it is declared that, the amendments Bom. LX
doubts. made by sections 2 to 7 of this Act to the Bombay Paragana and ‘]’;ml]gsfxx
Kulkarni Watans (Abolition) Act, 1950, the Bombay Service Inams of 1953.
(Useful .to Community) Abolition Act, 1953, the Bombay Merged Bom. xXiI
Perritories Miscellaneous Alienations Abolition Act, 1955, the Bombay ©°f 1933
Inferior Village Watans Abolition Act, 1958 and the Maharashtra 2?“;"9519.
Revenue Patels (Abolition of Office) Act, 1962, respectively, shall not Man.
be applicable for the transfer of occupancy in respect of the Mahar XXXV

Watan lands and Devasthan lands. of 1962.
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