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"'HE PUNJAB ELECTRICITY (DUTY) ACT, 1938,
{(Puxias Act No. 10 oF 1958)

[Received the assent of the Governor of Punjab on the
20th April, 1958, and was first published in the
Punjab Government Gazette (Extraordinary)

of the 24th April, 1958.]

1 2 3 4

Year | No. Shortvitle Whether repealed or othenwise
affected by legislation

1958 | 10 | ThePunjab |  Amended in part by Punjab Act 16 of 19592
Electricity Amended in part by Punjab Act 11 of 19637
(Duty ) Act, |. Amended in part by Punjab Act 25 of 1964
1958. Amended by the Haryana Adaplation of Laws

{Statc and Concurrént Subjccis) Order, 1968’
| Amended by Haryana Act 16 of 1974°

AN

Act

to levy a duty on the sale or consumption of electricity.

Be itenacted by the Legislature of the State of Penjabn the Nint h
Year of the Republic of India as follows :—-

1. (1) This Act may be called the Punjab Electricity (Duty) Act,
1958.

1. For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Punjab Government Gazele
(Exlraordinary), 1958, pange 495.

2. For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Punjabh Govermnent Gaze te
(Extraordinary), 1959, page 281. '

3. For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see szjab Government Gazete
{Extraordinary), 1063, page 444.

4. For Statement of Objects and Reasens, see Punjab Governmment Gaze te
(Extraordinary). 1964, pages 933-37.

3. See Haryana Governmeni Gazetle (Exiraordinary), dated 291h QOclober, 1965,

6, ot Statement of Objects and Reasons. see Harvang Government Gazi fe
{ Extraordinary). dated the 2nd July, 1974, page 927,

Short titie,
exlent and
commencement.
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240 ELECTRICITY (DUTY) {1958 : Ph. Act 10

(2} It extends 1o the whole of the State of '[Haryana|.
' (3) I shall come inlo force on the st day of April, 1958.
Definitions. 2. Inthis Act, unless the context otherwise rcquircs,i} Co

{a) "Board" means the Punjab State Electricity Board
constituted under Chapter 111 of the Electricity (Supply)
Act, 1948, and includes the State Govermment when
engaged in the business of supplying energy :

Provided that uniil the Punjab State Electricity Board is so
constituted, the Board shall mean the:State Government

(b) "consumer” means a person, other than a licensee who
is supplied with energy—

{{) by alicensee ; or
(ii) by the Board ;
{c) "energy" means electrical energy ;

(d) "licensee” means any person liccnsed under Part 1T of |
the Indian Electricity Act, 1910, to supply energy, and
includes—

(i} any person who has obtaincd the sanction in that
behaif of-the Stae Government under section 28
of that Act ; and

[{ii) the Delhi State Electricily Board or the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi from the-date it is established,
or *[any State Government other than the
Government of *|Haryana] (o' whom energy is
supplied for consumptioa or resale ;]

1. Substituted and always deemcd to have been substituted for clause (ii) by Punjab
Act 16 of 1959, '

Substituted for the words “any State Govermment™ by Punjab Act 11 of 1963,
section 2.

[

e

. Substituied (or the word "Punjab™ by Huryana Adapration of Laws Order.
1968.
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(¢) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under
this Act ;

(f) "umt”, in relation Lo the energy, means kilowatt-hour;
and

{g) wards and expressions not defined 1n this Act but
defined 1n the [ndian'Electricity Act, 1910, have the
meaning assigned (o them in that Act.

3. '[{{) There shall be levicd-and paid to the State Governmerit Electricity duty
" on the energy supplied by the Board to a consumer or a licensee a duty, ©0 €nergy

“to be called the “electricity duty", computed at the [ollowing rates, supplied 10
CONsSuUmMers on
namely :—

licensees by

(i) where the energy is supplied to a domestic consumer, D03 ¢

not exceeding twenty-eight paise per unit ;

(ii}) where the energy is supplied to a commercial
consumer, not -exceeding twenty-eight paise per
unit ; and

(1ii) where the energy is supplied to any other category of
consumers, not exceeding fifty per cent on the price
of energy so supplicd in a month,

. as.the State Government may, from time to time by
'notification, specify in this behalf :

Provided that the State Government may specify different
.. slabs for different categories of consumers and specify
defferent rates for each such slab :

Provided further that if such a consumer uses any part of
the energy so supplied to him for a domesuc or
commercial purpose,—

(a) where a separate meter is installed for measuring
_energy so used for domestic or commerciai
purﬁbsc, the rale of electricity duty on the part of
the energy so Iused'shall be as notified undcr clause

(i) or clause (if), as the case may be, and

L. Substituted by the Punjab Act 11 of 1963, sccrion 3(1) and further substiluted
by Haryana Act 16 of 1974,
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(b) where a separate meter is not installed for
measuring ecnergy so used for domestic or
commercial purpose, the ratc of electricity duty
on the whole of the cnergy so supplied, including
the energy so used, shall be as notified under
clause (i),

where the energy is supplied to any consumer, not
being a licensee, through a temporary connection or 4
temporary extension of an existing connection for the
purpose of illumination on the occasion of a mamage
or other religious or social function, at such rate not

exceeding ten rupees per unit of the encrgy so supplied, -

as the State Government may, from time to time by
notification, specify in this behalf, notwithstanding
anything to the contrary containcd in the preceding
clauses ; and |

where the energy is supplied to a licensee, twenty-five
per-cent on the price of energy so supplied in a month

Provided that on the supply of energy which is sold by a

licensee not being a licensee specified in sub-clause
{ii} of clause {d) of section 2,—

to a domestic consumer or a commercial consumer the
rate of electricity duty on Lhe energy so sold shall be
as notified under c¢lause (i) or clause (i1), as the case
may be, '

to any other category of consumers and such a
consumer uses any part of the energy so sold to him
for a domestic or commercial purpose,—

{i) where a separate meter is installed for measuring
energy so used for domestic or commercial
purpose, the rate of electricity duty on the part of
the cnergy so used per unit shall be as notified
under clause (¢} or clause (ii), as the case may be,
and
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(i) where a separate meler is not installed for
measuring energy so used for domestic or
commercial purpose, the rate. of electricity duty
.on the whole of the energy so supplied including
the energy so used, per unit shall be as nolified
under clause (i), and

- {¢) o any consumer, through a temporary connection or a
temparary extension of an existing connection for the
purpose of illumination on the occasion of a man-iage
or other religious or social function, the ra'e of
electricity duty on the erergy so sold per unit shall be
specified in clause (iv).]

{2) There shall be levied for and paid to the State Governrment
the electricity duty at the rate of one and a half naye paise per unit also
by—

- {a} a licensee generating energy himself on the exergy
supplied by him to the consumers ; and

(V) a person generating enérgy for his own uwie or
consumption on the energy used or consumed by him
in a month.

(3) Nothing in sub-sections {/) and (2) shall apply t the
consumption or sale of energy which is —

{u) '[consumed by or sold to the Government of Ind a for
consumption by that Government ; or]

(b) consumed in the construction, maintenance or
operation of any railway by the Government of India
or a railway company operating that railway, ot sold
to that Government or any such railway company for
consumption in the construction, maintenance or
operation of any railway.

(4) For the purpose of computing the electricity under this
section, the consumption shown by the meters starting after the first
meter reading date after the commencement of this Act shall be |aken
into account :

I, Substitwted (or the words “consumed by or sald to the Government of | ndia |
or” by Punyab Act 16 o 1959, section 3. These wards shall be and shall s hvays
by deemed to have been substituted.
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244 ELECTRICITY (DUTY) [1958 : Pb. Act 10

'[Provided that for the purpose of computing the electricity duty at
rates specified in section 3 of the Punjab Electricity (Duty) Amendment
Act, 1963, the consumption shown by the meters commencing with the

" first meter reading date falling after the first day of April, 1963 shall be
taken into account :

Provided further that, for the period commencing with the first
 April, 1963 and ending with the first meter reading date falling alter
~ the first day of Apnl, 1963, the electricity duty shall be computed as if
”thle Punjab Electricity (Duty) Amendment Act, 1963 had not been

cnacted.) '
Collection and 4. The electricity. duty shall be collected and paid to the State
payment of Government by the Board or a licensee or a person who generates cnergy
clectricity duty. - for his own use or consumption as the case may be.
Licensee not to 5. No licensee shall, without the previous sanction of the State
reimburse Governmen! and subject to such conditions as the Statc Government
himself from :

may impose, recover from any person to whom energy is sold, the duty

:fiﬁ:::cs;nclion which falls to be paid by the hicensee *[under this AcL.]

of State Explanation—Where the State Government permits a licensce to

Govemment. charge duty from the consumer, the duty shall not be deemed to bc part
of the price charged for the energy by the licensee.

Record and 6. (1) If the Stale Government so directs by a general or special

reurms. order, the Board or a licensee or 4 person generating energy for his own

* use or consumption shall maintain such record and in such form and
manner as may be prescribed showing—

(a) the units of energy generated or rcceived by it or him
for supply to the consumer ;

{b) the units of energy supplied to the consumer or
consumed by it or him ;

{c) the amount of the duty payable thercon and the duty
paid or recovered by him under this Act ; and

(d) such other particulars as may be prescribed.

1. Tuserted by Pumjab Act 11 of 1963, section 3 (2).

[

Substiiatedl and shall always be deemed to have been substituted for the “words
in respect of the energy so sold or any part theicol™ by Punjab Act 16 of 1959,
Section 4.
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(2) The Board, the licensee, or the person gencrating encrgy.
for his own use or consumption who has been directed under sub-section
(1) to mainiain a record shall submit such retums, in such form. and
manner and to such authority as may be prescribed. |

o ’ (3) "The amount of energy shall, for purposes of clauses {a)
and (b) of sub section (1), be ascertamcd in such thanner -as may be
prescribed. ' - - -

T (1) The Statc Govcrnment ma_y by nonf‘ cation in the Olficial
Gazette, appoint msgue:cunur offlcers o mspecl records mamtamcd under
section 6. :

(2 } Thc inspecling OfflCGI.'S shall perform such duties and
exercise such powers as may be prescnbed for the purposcs of carrying
into effect the provisions of this, Act a:nld_lthe rule made thereunder.

(3) Every inspecting officer appdihted under this section shall
be decmed to be a public servant, within the meaning of section 21 of
the Indian Pcnal Codc, 1860. - '

8. (1) If in the opinion of an authority prescribed in this behalf,
the Board, the licensce or the person generating energy for his own use
or consumption cvades or attemps ta evade the payment of duty, whether
by maintaining false records, submitting false retumns, concealing the
energy supplied or hy any other means, the Board, the licensee or such
person, as the case may be, shall pay by way of penalty, in addttion to
the duty payable under this Act, a sum not exceeding four times the
amount of the duty to be determined by the prescribed authority :

Provided that no action under this sub-section shall be taken without
affording a reasonable opportunity of being heard to the Board, the
liccnsee or such person.. -

{2) An appeal shall lie against an order passed under sub-
section (/)10 such authority, within such period and on payment of such
fees as may be prescribed. :

(3} An order passed on appeal under sub-section (2) shall be
final. .

(4) An order for the payment of any penalty made under this
section shall be without prejudice to any prosecution instituted for ar
offence under this Act.

Inspecting
Officers.

Penal duty ta be
paid in certain
cases.
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246 ELECTRICITY (DUTY) [1958 : Pb. Act 10
Recovery of 9. Any duty due under this Act or penalty imposed under
duty. section 8 which remains unpaid, whether by a consumer to the Board or

by the Board or a licensee or a person generating energy for his own use
or consumption to the State Goverriment shall be recoverable as an arrear
of land revenue or by deduction from amounts payable by the State
Govemment to the Board or the licensee or such person.

Power to 10. Where a consumer or a licensee fails to pay the electricity
disconnect duty to the Board or a consumer fails to pay such duty to a licensee who
supply formon-  j5 authorised to recover the duty from the consumers under
gi”;em of section 5, the Board or the licensee may exercise the power conferred on
' a licensee by sub-section (1) of section 24 of the Indian Electricity Act,
1910, for the recovery of any chargc or sum due in respect of energy

supplied by it or him.

Penalties. 11. If any person—

(a) required by section 6 to kccp record or to submit
returns fails to keep or submit the same in the
prescribed form.or manner or submils a return which
is false, or

(b) intentionally obstructs an inspecting officer appointed
under section 7 in the exercise of his powers and duties
under this Act and the rules made thereunder, or

{(c) contravenes any such rule, he shall be liable, on
conviction '[¥* * *] to a fine not exceeding one
thousand rupees. '

Power to ' 12. The State Government may in public inter¢st by notification

exempt. exempt any licensee, consumer or person from the payment of the whole
or part of the electricity duty for such period and subject to such ternmns
and conditions as may be specified in such nolification.

Poswer to make 13. (1) The State Government may by notification make rules
rules. for the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of this Act.

(2} In particular, and without prejudice to the gcnerahly of
the foregoing power, such rules may provide for —

{a) the manner of calculating the duty (including marginal
adjustments) under scetion 3 ;

1. The words “before a Magistrate™ omitled by Punjab Act 25 of 1954,
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(6} the manner of collection and payment o the State
Government of the clectricity duty by the Board,
licensces and persons gencrating energy for their own
use or constmption ;

(c) the time and manner of payment of the electricity duty
by the consumers ;

{d) the powers and duties 1o be exercised and performed
by inspecting officers ;

(e} any other matter for which provision is, in the opinion
of the Statc Government, necessary for giving effect
to the provisions of this Act.

'{14. The provisions of this Act shall also apply to the Govermment Application of
of *[Haryana) in respcct of the energy supplied to such Government in Actto
the same manner as they apply to a domestic consumer or a commera al "[Haryana]
consumer or any other category of consumers, as the case may be.] Govemment.

1. Seclion 14 added by Punjab Act 11 of the 1963, section 4.

2. Substituted for the word “Punjab” by the Haryana Adaptation of Laws Orécr,
1968.
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