
 

DISCLAIMER: This document is being furnished to you for your information by PRS 
Legislative Research (PRS).  The contents of this document have been obtained from sources 
PRS believes to be reliable.  These contents have not been independently verified, and PRS 
makes no representation or warranty as to the accuracy, completeness or correctness.  In 
some cases the Principal Act and/or Amendment Act may not be available.  Principal Acts 
may or may not include subsequent amendments.  For authoritative text, please contact the 
relevant state department concerned or refer to the latest government publication or the 
gazette notification.  Any person using this material should take their own professional and 
legal advice before acting on any information contained in this document.  PRS or any persons 
connected with it do not accept any liability arising from the use of this document.  PRS or any 
persons connected with it shall not be in any way responsible for any loss, damage, or distress 
to any person on account of any action taken or not taken on the basis of this document. 

 

 
 

 
 

The Punjab Medical Registration Act, 1916 
 

Act 2 of 1916 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keyword(s): 
The British Medical Act, Registered Practitioner, Doctor 
 
 

Remove Watermark
Wondershare
PDFelement

http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5261&m=db


191 6 : Pb. Act n) MEDICAL R E G I ~ ~ O X  

CONTENTS 

PREAMBLE 

Short title and extent. 

Cornmencement of Act. 

Definitions. 

Privileges of registered practitioners. 

Constitution of Medical Council. 

Qualifications of members. 

Tenure of office of members. 

Cessation of membership. 

Filling up of vacancies. 

Registrar and other officers. 

Medical register. 

Meetings of Council. 

Persons who may be registered. 

Entry of new titles and qualifications in register. 

Appeal against the decision of registrar. 

Alteration of register by Council. 

Procedure in inquiries and appeals. 

Appeal against the decision of Council. 

~ i m k i n ~  of jurisdiction af civil courts. 

Power of State Govanment to alter schedule. 

Power of Council to call for information regarding 
efficiency of teaching and to attend examinations. 

Control by State G o v e m n t .  

Penalty for falsely pretending to be a registered 
practitioner. 
Power to make rules and bye-laws. 

Repealed. 

Remove Watermark
Wondershare
PDFelement

http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5261&m=db


191 6 : Pb. Act H] MEDICAL REGISTMTJON 379 

'THE PUNJAB MEDICAL REGISTRATION ACT, 1 9 1 6 
PUNJAB ACT 2 OF 1916 

[~eceivid the assent of Lievier~at,t-Goven~oi of th e Pu~voh on the 
61h April, 191 6; .a.?~d that of the Governor- Getzeral on the I 7th 
May, 1916, and wnsfirst2puhlisked in the Puttjab Gazette of 

- - -  ,:the24tA February, 19161. . . ' ., .-., , 

Ameodwl by Punjab Act 17 o r  1926' 
Amendc&.,hjab Act I o f  192IT 
b o d e d .  Govermnm; of India (Adiptitiw of 

-Indian Iaws), Or&, 1937. , , 

Amcndd, the lndisn lndepcndcnce (Adaptation 
of Bmgal and Punjnb Acts), Onler, 1948 (GGO. 
40 of 1948) 
A m d d ,  Adaptation o l 'bws  Odm, 1950. 
Amen&& by the Adapwtion or Laws (Third 
Am-) Order of 195 1. 
Ertcndcd lo the terrilories which kmnedjalcly 
kbrr the Lst November, 1956, wcrc'mqrid 
in the Shk of Patiala and East  h n j a b  Stetrs 
Union by Punjab Act 30 of 1955'. 
h m d d  by h j a b  Act 25 of 1964'. 
Arnendsdby Haryana -tation afLaws (States 
and C o m m l  Subjbj~~~c) u n k  1968'. 

hmdd by llaryana kt 17 uF 1989'. 

Year 

1. For Statement of Objccts and b n s ,  see Puttjab Gazette, 19 15, Part V, pagc 
1 84, for Select Committee's report, see i@d; Parl V, 19 16, pages 7-1 3, for 
Debates in Council, see ibid, 191 5,  Part V, pages 2 1 G 1 4 ,  and ibid. 191 6, 
pages 1 5 6 7 6 .  . ,  , - ,  

2. See PutGab Gazette, 19 16, Parl V, pages 267-70. 
3. Far Statement of Objccts and Reasons see East Punjab Governmatl Gazetfe, 

1926, Part I, page 1002 and for Proceedings in Council see Punjab LegisIativc 
Council Debatw, Volume M,lj;age 1590. This Act came into fbrce on the 22nd 

. of Novembu, 1926, see Pulljab Gazelle notification No. 3818GH.-Medical, 
, ' 'dated 22nd Dcccmbcr, 1926. 

4.- For Stalment ofobjects agd Reasons, see Purljab Goze!(e, 1928, Part I, page 
2, and for Racedings in Council, see Punjab Legislative Council Debalcs,, 
Volume XI, pages 30-3 1. . 

5. For Statanent of Objects and Reasons, see, Putrjab Govenlment Gazette 
(Exlraordina y). 1958 pagc 1494. 

6. For Statanent of Objws and Reasons see, Punjah Govertlment Gazette 
(Exfraordit~ary), 1964 pagk 935-937: 

7. For Statement of Objccts and hasons, see Halyar~a Gazetre (ET traordilray), 
dated rhe 291h October; 1968. 

8. For Statement of objects and reasons, see ,~&ana Govertrmenr Gazette 
(Extraordinmy) dated thc page 1730, dated 8:9-. lg89. 

No. Short cille Whctbcr rcpcalcd or otherwise aflcclcd by 
Icgislnriou ' ' 
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Short title. 

Definitions. 

Privileges of 
rcgistaed 
practitionas. 

THE SCHEDULE 

An Act for the Registration of Medical Proctih'oners. 

W ~ ~ E R E A ~  it is expedient to provide for the registration of certain 
medical practitioners m '[Haryanq]. It is,hereby enacted as follows :- 

I.  ( I )  This Act may be called the Punjab Medical Registration 
Act, 19 16. 

(2) Itextendsto'[Haryana]. 

2. Tbe provisions of section 4 shall come into force on such 
'date as the '[State] Government may notify in this behalf The rest of 
this Act shall come into force at once. 

3. In this Act unless there is something repugnant in the 
subject or context - 

( I )  ';The British Medical Acts" means Statutes 21 and 22, 
victoria, Chapter90 (The Medical k t ) ,  and any amending 
the same ; .- .. 

. . (2) "~ouncil" means the Medical Council established by this 
.,<'. Act ; 

(3) "Prescribed" means presgi id by d e  or bye-laws made - .  
u@lerthis.~ct; :. . .- , , 

- :, - - .  :: 

(4). "Registered means any person registered 
und&the provisi;qs, of-this Act. 

- ,  , 

4: Notwithstanding'anythhg to the contrary in any 
enactment, iule, bye-law or any other provision of law - 

(1) no certificate requirgd by $ny Act in force, or that may 
hereafter be passed, from a niedical practitioner or officer 

- shall be did-uhless signedmby a registered practitioner ; 

1. Substituted for the word :'Punjab" by the H a y m a  Adaptation of Laws (Stalc 
and Concnrrm t Subjects) Ordcr, 1968. 

2. The provisions of sec tion 4 came into force an the 1 st January, I 9 18,-vide 
Purgd Gazette (Home -Medicai) notification No. 1M93, d a t d  the 2 7th August, 
I91 9. i' 

3. Substituted for the vidrd "Frovincial" bythe Adapration of Laws Order 1950. 
. . 
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(2) except with the special sanction ofthe '[State] Government 
no one other than a registered practitioner shall be 
competent to hold any appointment as physician, surgeon 
of other medical officer in any hospital, asylum,-mfirmary, 
dispensay or lying-in hospital not supported entirely by 
voluntary con~butions or as medical officer of health. 

5. (1) A Medical Council shall be established for 6[Haryana], 
and shall cdnsist of '[seven] members including a president and a Constitution of 
vice-president to be appointed in the followhg manner :- Medical Council. 

(a) The president nominated by the '[State] G o v m n t .  

'[(b) Three members nominated by the State Government. 

(c) Three members elected by tbe regirtwed practitioners who 
are Graduates in Medicine of any University in India.] 

2 The vice-president- shall be elected from among the 
members of the Council in the prescribed mannlr. 

t; . - 

6. No person shall be eligiile to be a mimber of the Council 
unless he i s  a registered practitioner : Qualifications of 

Pr~,vided that m the case of fist appointments d d e  under this members- 

Act theipersoa eleding the.members under clauie 4* * * [(c)] of 
subsection (1) of section 5 :and- the members appointed shall be 
persons who are qualified to be registered under clauses (a) and (b) 
of section 13. 

7. The members . , - .  :.. of . ,& Council shall hold office for a tern 
of three $ars and shall be eligible f& re-a&ointment. , Tcnure of office 

8. ' . A . . rhemb&' ofthe dqqncil~shall . .  .- be deemed to hive vacated ofmmlbas. 
his seat - . , .  . . .. . Cessation of 

( I )  on sending his resignation in writing to the president or mabaship- 

registrar ; 

(2) on his absence'without excuse sufficient in the opinion of 
I. Subsdtuted for the word "Rovincial" by the Adaptation oTLaws Ordcr, 1968. 
2. Substituted for the word "eleven" by l-Iaryana Adaptation of Laws (State and 

Concmcnt Subjects) Order. 1 968. 
3. Substituted fortbe.oldclausebyPunjabAct 120f 1926.seclion2 andfurher 

snbstimted by Haryma Act 17 of 1989. 
4. The brackets and lctter "'(c)" omittd by the Indian Independence (Adaplation 

of Bcngal and Punjab Acts) Order, 1948. 
5. Substituted by Haryana Act 17 of 1989. 
6. Substituted for the word "Punjab" by the Haryana Adaptation of Laws (State 

and Concurrent subjects) Order, 1 968. 
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MEDICAL KECflSTW1ON I191 6 : Pb. ,Ad fl 

the Council from three consecutive meetings ... of 
the Council ; 

(3) on his absence out of lndia for six cowecutive 
months ; , . 

4 on removal of his name ftom the register ; 

(5) on his becoming insane or being declared an 
insolvent by any cordpetent court ; 

. ,  . . . < I ;  

(6) on expiry of the tenii'rnenti~n~d in section 7: . , . . . 

9. When the seat of any member becomes vacant, 
Filling up of the vacancy shall ke fled up by election or nomination, is the 
vacancies. case may be, in accordance with the provisions of section 5. 

10. (1) The Council shall appoint a regisuar who shall 
Registrar and act as Secretary of the Council and who shall also act as 
other oficers. treasurer, unless the Council shall appoint another person as . 

treasurer. Every person so appointed shall be removable at the r 
pleasure of the Council. 

(2) The Council may also employ such other persons, 
as it may deem necessary for the purposes of this Act. 

3 All persons appointed or 'employed under this' -;;: 
section shall be deemed to be public servants within the 45 ,f 

meaning of section 2 1 of the Indian Penal Code. ' 1860. 
- ,,,;-.., 

1 1  It shall be the duty of the registrar to o p g  ad.. 
Mrdicalregino- maintain, in accordance with-the provisions of this- An, - - - J n * v j .  a. -: . 

register, to be cdedthe '[Haryana MedicalRegister], andhorn.. 
time to time to revise theiegis ter and publish it in the 

. , .. _ :  . 
manner. Such register shall be deemed to be a public , .  .. document. . .  ,f 

within the meaning of the Indim ~vidence Act, 1872. 1872. I 
: - 

Meeting of 
Cmcil .  

12. No business shall be transacted at a meeting of the 
.. .. . Council unless at least '[Feud members are . .  , - - . - .  .- 

All questions, other than questions of order, .which may 
come before the Council shall be decided in accordance with 
the votes of the majority of the members present and voting at. 

1. Substituted for IIIC words "Punjab Medical Register" by H a m a  ~ d a ~ t a t i o ?  
of Laws (State and Concurrcni Subjects) Order, 1968. , . 

2. Subsliluted for thc word "six" by Haryana Adaptation of Laws ($#e , . and 
, Concurrent Subjccts) Order,; 1968. - . . : I .  
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. . 
the meeting. In the case of an equality of votes the member presiding 
at the meeting shall have a casting vote. 

Questions of ordei bhdl be decided by the member presiding at 
the meeting. ., . . ., '. 

. . 

1 3. Every person w?i&-- 
Persons who may 

(a] is for the t ime being registered or qualsed to be registered bo rcpinad. 
under the British. Medical Acts, or 

is possessed of any of the qualifications desmid in the 
schedule, 

, .. , . - , 

may apply to the registrat tb be registered and on payment of the 
prescribed fee and on furnishing to the registrar proof of s,uch 
registratidn or qualification shall be entitled to be registered, and 
thereupon, biit subject always to the provision hereinafter contained, 
the registrar shall register him in the '[Haryana Medical Register] : : 

. . 
Provided that any person already registered under any Medical 

\ Registration Act in force any other State m India shall be exempt 
from the registration fee leviable under this-clause i 

Provided also, that the ?[State] Government may alter consulting 
the ~ouc i l~ermit  the registration of (a) ;my person who shall furnish 
tp the . registrar . . .  proof that he is possessed of a medical degree, diploma 
or; certificate of any ~nive i i ty ,  medical college or school approved 
by the Council, other than those described in the schedule; and (b) 
any person who was actually practising medicine in 'punjab 4[ * * * . 
* * * * or the Delhi ' [State] before the 25th day of September, 
i915 : , .. 

' . I . . .  . 
. , .  

Provided furtk, that the Council may refuse to permit the 
registration of any person who has been convicted of any such offence 
as implies in the opinion of the council a defect of character or who, 
after an.mquiry at which opportunity has been . given'to ! : L . .  the candidate 
1. Substituted f& thc words "Punjab M d c a l  Register" . .. bxHaryam ... Adaptation of 

LawsIState and Concurrent Subjects) Order, 1968. 
2. Substiriid for the word "Provincial" by the Adaplatjon ~PLgws Order, 1950. 
3. Substituted by Adaptation of laws Order, 1950, for 'Egt &jab"', which had .!. . 

been qbstittltcd for 'Lbe Punjab" by G.G.O. 40 of 1'948:'; ' 
-:; . . . -  

- .  

4. Inscrted by section 2 of Punjab Act, 1 of f928. .:,:: 

5. The words "or them.~orth West Frontier ~ovi~od'~omitted by the Indial 
''. (Adaptation of Existing Indian Laws) Ordm 1947,igpal+(i). 

m , . .  - .  . ..*. ;:.-, 
< - .  . - - t l i  .- ' .. . . 
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384 MEDICAL REJZRTRATIQN 11916 : , Pb. ? : L a  Act . LI 

h u y  of new 
titles and 
qualifiations in 
re@ster. 

Appd against 
the decision of 
registrar. 

AItcralion of 
regisla by 
Council. 

Procedure in 
inquiries and 
app&. 

to be heard in person or by pleader, has been held by the Council to 
have been guilty of infamous conduct in any professional respect : 

Provided further, that the registrar on receiving an application 
for entry in the register from any person in respect of whom he 
considers that the Council may wish to exercise the power of refusal 
conferred by the last 'foregoing proviso nhy refer the said application 
to the Council, and shdl not make any &try in the regism in respect 
of such person until the Council info- him that the entry is permitted. 

8 - 

14. Ifanypersonwhosenameisenteredintheregisterobtains 
any title or qualification other than the title or qualification in respect 
of which he has been registered he s h d  on payment ofthe presmied 
fee be-entitled to have an entry stating such othkr title or qualification 
made against his name in the register either in substitution for or in 
addition to any entry previowly made. , .  

15.. An appeal shalI lie to the Council against any order of the 
registrar under section 13 or section 14. The said appeal shall be 
preferred within three months fiom the date of the order appealed 
against. 

. 16. (1) .The Council may, if it sees fit, and after gving notice to 
Ihe person concerned &d inquiring into his objections, if any, ;order 
that any entry in the register which shall be proved to the-satisfaction 
ofthe CO~&~I to haie been fraudulently or incorreitly made or bought 
about, &,cancelled .. , or amended. 

(2) 'The Council may direct the removal altogether or for a 
specified period fiom the register of the name of my registered 
practitioner who has been convicted of any such offence a? impIim in 
the opinion ofthe Council a defect of character or who, after an inquiry 
at which opportunity has been given to such registered practitioner to 
be heard in person or by pleader, h& been held by the Council to have 
been guilty of infamous conduct in any professional respect. The 
Council may also direct that any name so  removed shall be restored. 

17. (1) The Council may at its discretionhold an inquiry under 
section 13 or section 16 211 camera. 

(2) For the purpose of any such inquiry or of any appeal under 
sectionm 15, the Council shall be deemed to be a court within the 
meaning of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 and shall exercise all the 
powers of a Commissioner appointed under the 'Public Servants' 
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1 of (Inquiry) Act, 1850; and such inquiries and appeals shall be 
1872, ~Onducted, as far as may be, in accord&cewith theprovisions 

of section 5 and sections 8 to 20 of the said Public Servants' 
37 of (Inquiries) Act, 1850. - 

1850. 18. An appeal shall lie to. the ![State] Government 
agahrrt every decision ofthe Colincil qnd.& section 13 or section 
16. Such appeal shall be preferred within three months from 
the date of the Council's decision. 

19. No act done io the pxercire of any p w c r  coiferred 
by this Act on.the '[S,tate] Government, or the Council or the 
registrar shall be questioned in any,.civil court. 

20. It shall be lawful for the 2[State] Government by 
notification , . in the 3[0fficiaI Gazette] to alter the Schedule. 

21. The Council shall have power t o  request the 
governing body or authorities of any Univkrsity, medical college 
or school, included in or desirous of being included in the 
schedule- 

(a) to~hsuchreports,retumorothminformation 
as the Council may require to,enable it to judge of 
the efficiency of the instruction given therein in 
medicine and surgery and midwifery ; and 

(b.) to provide facilities to enable any member of the 
Council deputed by the Council in this behalf to 
be present at the, qxaminations held by such 
University, cbllege or ,sqbool. 

If the s ~ d  body or authorities refise to comply with any 
such request the 2[State J Government may upon report by the 
Council remove such University, college or school from the 
schedule or refuse to include it in the schedule. 

22. If  at any time it shall appear t o  the 2[State] 
Government that the Council has neglected to exercise or bas 

. exceeded or abused any power conferred upon it under tbis 
Act or has neglected to perform any duty imposed upon it by 
this Act, the '[State] Government may communicate the 

I. See lndia Code, Volume I. 

A p p d  against 
the decision of 
Council. 

Limitation oC, 
Jarisdiction of 
civil corn .  

Power of Cauncil 
to call fir  
information 
regarding 
e ficiency of 
teaching and to 
anend 
examinations. 

Conlrol by Stale 
Gwernmmt. 

2. Substituted for the word "Ro~~incial" by the Adaptation of Laws Ordcr, 1950. 
3. Substituted for the words "Punjab Gazette" by the GOY enunent of India 

[Adaptation of Indian Laws) Ordcr, 1937.. 
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386 M ~ I C A L  ~ I ~ D N  [I 916 : Pb. Act II 

Penalty for 
f a l s e  
pretending to bc 
a registered 
practitioner. 

Power to make 
rules and bye- 
laws. 

particulars of such neglect, excess or abuse to the council; and, if the 
Council fa& to remedy such neglect, excess or abuse within such 
time as may be f ied by the '[State] Government in this behalf, the 
'[State] Government may, for the purpose of remedying such neglect, 
exces_s or abuse, cause any of the powers and duties of the Council to 
be exercised and performed by such agency and for such period as the 
'[State] Government may think fit. 

23. Every person who falsely pretends to be a registered 
practitioner shall, whether any person is actualty deceived by such 
pretence or not, be liable to be punished on conviction by a 2[Judicial 
Magistrate] of the fist c1ass.w ith fine that may eaend to three hundred 
rupees. 

24. (1) The '[State] Government may after previous publication 
make rules for the purposes of carrying out the provisioas of this Act. 

In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the 
foregoing provision, the '[State] Government may make rules - 

(i) for the election of members to the Council under 

- , ,  
sections 5 and 6 ; 

(ii) for the election of the vice-president of the Council ; 1 
(iiq to regulate the procedure at an inquiry held under 

section 13 or section 16 ; 

(iv) for the institution, hearing and dispbsal of appeals 
under section 15 or ,section 18 ; 

(v) for the cornpaation and publication of the register ; 

(vi) to h the amount of f& to be levied under this 
Act ; 

(vig for the disposal of fees received under this Act. ! 

2 )  TheCouncilmay,withtheprevioussanctionofthe1[StateJ 
Government, make bye-laws - I 

(0 for the convening of meetings o f  the Council ; 
(ii) fortheconductofbusinessatsuchrneetings; I 

(iiQ for the appointment, control, pay and allowances I 
of the estabbhent  employed under section 10. ! ! 

' : .  Substitu tcd for Ulc word "Provincial" by the Adaptalian of ~ a w s  Ordq, 1950 
2. Substiturcd for the word "Magislratc" by Ptlnjab Ac7 25 of 1964: ' ' , 
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191 6 : P b  Act ll] MEDICAL REGISWION 

THE SCHEDULE 

(Vde section 13) 

' ( I )  The Degree of Doctor, Bachelor or Licentiate of  
Medicine, or Master, Bachelor or Licentiate of Surgery of the 
University of Madras, Bombay, Calcutta, Allhabad, 2[the Punjab or 
the Punjab in Pakistan] the Universities of Sheffield, Bristol and Wales, 
the National University of Ireland and the Queen's University of 
Belfast. 

(2) The Degree of Doctor, Bachelor or Licentiate of 
Medicine, Master, Bachelor or Licentiate of Surgery or Master in 
Obstetrics of the Universities of Oxford, Cambridge, London, Durham, 
Manchester, Brimingham, Liverpool, Leeds, Edinburg, Aberdee, 

t, 
Glasgow, St. Andrews and Dublin, the Royal University of Ireland 
and the Universities of Adelaide, Malta, Mebourne, New Zealand 
Sydney, Dalhousie, Me Gill and Leva]. 

(3) The Degree of Fellow, M h  or Licentiate of the 
Royd Colleges of Physicians af London, Edinburg and Ireland. 

(4) The Degree of Fellow, Member or Licentiate of the 
Royd Colleges of Surgeons of England, Edinburg and Ireland. 

(5) The Degree of Fellow, Member or Licentiate of the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Bombay. 

(6) The Degree of Licentiate of the Apothecaries' Society 
of London, Fellow and Licentiate of the Royal Faculty of Physicians 
and Surgeons of Glasgow, Licentiate of the Apothecaries Hall of 

. Dublin, Licentiate of Medicine and S~lrgery of the Medical, College 
X: of Ceylon, the Nova Scotia Provincial Medical Board, and the Prince 

Edward Idand Medical Council. 

1. S d o n  25. Inserted by fhc Government of lndia [Adaptation of Indian Laws) 
Ordcr, 1 937, has been orni~t ed by the Adaptation of Laws (Third Amendment) 
Order, 1951. . 

2. Substituted ford'thc Punjab or East Punjab" by Adaptalian of Laws (Third 
Amendment) Order, 1 95 1. "The Pnnjab or East Punjab" had bew substituld 
fir the ' 'he Finjab" by G.G.0: 40 of 1948. 
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388 MEDICAL REGISTKATION 11916 : Pb. Act II 

(7) A Diploma or Certificate '[granted by a '[State] 
Government or the Government of B u m ]  to any person trained in a 
Medical College or School declaring him to be qualifjed to practise 
medicine, surgery and midwifery, or to perform the duties of a military 
assistant surgeon, hospital assistant or sub-assistant surgeon. 

(8) A Diploma or Certificate granted by the King Edward 
Hospital Medical School at Indore to any person declaring him to be 
qualified to practise medicine, surgery and midwifery, or to be qualified 
for the duties of a nlilitary assistant surgeon, hospital assistant or s u b  
assistant surgeon. 

1. SubsLitutcd for the words "granted by a h c a l  Govanmcnt" bythe Government 
' 

of hdi? (Adaptation of Indian Laws) Order, 1937. 
2. Substithtcd for the word "'Provincial" by& e ~ d a ~ l a t i o n  of ~ a w s  order, 1950. 

. \ 
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