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The following Act of the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly received the assent of the
President on the 25th February 2001 and is hereby published for general information:—

ACT No. 7 OF 2001

An Act 10 provide for Farmers’ participation in the Management of Irrigation Systems
and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.

- WHEREAS the State of Tamil Nadu is essentially an agricnitural State depending on
efficient and equitable supply and distribution of water, which is a National wealth ensuring
optimum utilisation by farmers for improvement of agricultural production;

AND WHEREAS it is cssenlial lopromote and secure distribution of water among its users,
adequate maintenance of the irrigation system, efficient and economical utilisation of water to
oplimize agricultural production, by involving the farmers and inculcating a sense of ownership
of the irrigation system in them in accordance with thc water budget and the operational plan;

AND WHEREAS scientific and systematic development and maintenance of irrigation
infrastructure is considered best possible through fz}rmcrs organisations;

AND WHEREAS such farmers organisaticns have to be given an effective role in the
management and maintenance of the irrigation system for effective and reliable supply and
distribution of water.

Bk it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the State of Tamil Nadu in the Fifty-first Year of
the Republic of India as follows:—

CHAPTER-I,
PLELIMINARY.
1. (1;This Act maybc called the Tamil Nadu Farmers' Management of Irrigation Systems  Short title.
Act, 2000, extent ar
commern
l (2) [t extends (o the whole of the State of Tamil Naduv. ment.
(3) ltshall comeinto force on such dateasthe Governmenl may, by notification, appoint
f and dilfcrent dates may be appointed for different arcas and for different pro. ..ions of this Azl
: -
2. [In this Act, unless the context otherwise requircs,— Definition
) I () *Apex Committee” means the Apex Committee constituted under section 12;
4 2
j - -~
(5) "arca of operation’ in relation to a farmers crganisation means a contiguous block
ol'land in the command area as the Government may, by notification , specify in this behalf;
{(¢) "ayacul road’ mcans a road within the arca of operation, but does not include any
road vested in a Village Panchayat, Panchavat Union, Town Panchayat, Municipality, Municipal
Corporalion and Highways;
{1 canal sysiem’ means—
. I
! ri) main canals, branch canals, distributorics and water courses constructed for the

supply wndd disicibition of water far ircigation;

IBTPYEV-2 Ex. (17811 |
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(ii) all works, structures and appliances connected with the disiribution of waier for
irrigation; and

(iii) all field channels and other related channels and structures under an irrigatian

sluice.

() “Collecior’ meansthe Collcctor of a district in which theirrigation system is situated
and includes any officer specially appointed by the Governneni to perfornt all or any of the
funciions of the Callector under this Act;

(/) ‘command area’ means an area irrigated under any irrigation system cither by
gravitational flow or by lifi irrigation or by any other methed frem a Governinent source and
includes every such arca whether il is called 'ayacut” or by any otlier name under any taw for the

time being in force;
(g) ‘competent authority’ mecans the authority appoinicd under section 26;
(#) ‘drainage system’ in relation lo an irrigalion system includes—

(7} channels cither natural or artificial, for the discharge of wasic or surplus water
and all works connected therewith or ancillary therelo;

(i) escape channels from an irrigation or canal system and other works connected
therewith, but does not include works for removal of sewage;

(#if) all collecting drains and main drains to drain off surplus water from field drains;
and

{iv) all field drains and related structures under irrigation sluices;
(/) ‘farmers organisation’ means the—

(i) ‘Water Users Association’ at the primary level consisting of all the water
users, as constituted under section 4; or '

) () ‘Distributory Committee’ at secondary level, as constituted under
section 7; or
(iii) ‘Project Committee’ at the project Ie\;el, as constituted under section 10;

() ‘Held channel’ includes a channel existing or (o be constructed by the Government
or by the water users or by any agency to receive and distribute water from a sluice;

(k) ‘field drain’ includes a channel excavated and maintained by the waler users or by
any other agency, to discharge waste or surplus water from the land holding under a sluice and
includes drains, escape channels and other similar works existing or to be constructed;

() “finoncing agency’ means any commercial bank or any co-operative sociely or any
other bank or crganisation established or incorporated under any law, for thetime being in force,
which lends money for the development of the area of operation of the farmers organisation;

() ‘Government’ means the State Government:

(1) ‘Government source’ mcans any source of water under the control of the Water
Resources Organisation;
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(o) ‘hydraunlic basis’ means the basis for idenlifying a viable irrigated area served by
one or mare hydraulic structures such as head woarks, main canal, branches, disiribulories,
slirices and the like;

{p} irrigation system” means such major, medimb and minor irrigation system for
harnessing water for irrigation and other allied uses rom Government source and includes

reservairs, open head cliannels, diversiou systems,(ift ircigation schiemes, anicuts, tanks, wells
and the like,

Explanation.-For the purpose of this clause.—

(7} ‘MajorTrrigation System’ means irrigation system under Major frrigation Project
having irrigable command area of more than 10,000 hectares.

(it} “Medium Irrigation System' means irrigation system under Medium Irrigation
Project having irrigable command area of more than 2,000 hectarcs and upte 10,000 hectares.

(i) *Minor Irrigalion Sysiem’ means irrigation system under Minor Irrigation
Project having irrigable command area upto 2,00( hectares;,

(q) ‘land’ ineans any land under any registered ayacut of any irrigation syslem;

{¥) ‘mainienance’ means execution of such works on the irrigation system as are
necessary (o ensure that the physical system designed to the standards operates for the prnpcr
distribution of water ro the lands;

(+) ‘managing commitiee’ means the managing committeeof a nty farmers organisation;

(#) 'operational plan® mecans a schedule ofirrigation deliveries with details of the mode
and duration of supplies drawn up for regulation of irrigation in any command area;

(u) ‘Rotational Walter Supply’ means a system of distribution of water to water users by
turn, according to an approved schedule, indicating the day, duration and time of supply;

(v) “territorial constituency’ meansa conliguous bjock ofcommand arca of one or more
sfuices under a Water Uscrs Association area;

(w) "water aliocation’ in relation Lo an irfrigation system means the distribution of water
determinced from lime to time by a farmers organisation in its area of operation;

(x) *Water Resources Organisation’ means the Water Rescurces Organisation of the -
Public Works Department of the Government;

i
_ (») ‘water user’ mezns any farmer holding any land cither as the owner or as the tenant
1 recorded as sech in the revenue records of rights in respeci of such land and includes any other
; individval or body or a socicly using watcr for agricuiture, from a Government source,
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CHAPTER-IL
Farmirs ORGANISATIONS.
Delincation 3. (1) The Collector may, in such manner as may be prescribed, delineate command arca
of Water under each irrigation system on 3 hydraulic basis, which may be administratively viable, and
Users geclare it to be a Water Users Association area for the purposes of this AcL:

Association
141

Constitution
of Waler
Users
Association.

CPnsiilution
of mann-

Bing com-.

miiteo of
Water Users
Assoctation
and clec-
tion of its
President
and
members.

Provided that in respect of the command area under the minor irrigation systems, the
entire command area may, as far as possible, form a single Water Uscrs Association arca.

(2) Every Water Users Associations area shall bedivided inlo lerritorial constituencies,
which shall not be less than four, but shall nat be more thaa ten, as may be prescribed.

4. (1) There shall be a Waler Users Association called by ils local distinct name for every
Water Users Association area delineated under sectian 3.

(2) Every Waler Users Association shall consist of all the water uscrs in such Water
Users Association area, as members:

Provided that any person, who is in lawlul poss2ssion and enjoyment of any land,
may, on proof of such possession and such enjoyment in a crop year, claim membership,
notwithstanding wheth~r he is a recorded land holder or not. in which case the Water Users
Association shall not refuse themembership of such person for the purposes of this Act, and such
person shall be liablc to pay the fees, as if hie is the water uscr:

Provided further that any person svho is cligible 1o become a member for more than
oneterritorial conslituency of a Water Users Association shall be entitied tobe a member ofonly
one territorial constituency, al his option,

(3) The members specified in sub-section (2) shall constitute the gencral pody for the
respective Water Users Association and such members alone shall have the right ta vote.

3. (1) There shall be 2 managing commiltee for every Water Users Association.

(2) The Collector shall make arrangements for the election of the President of the
Managing Commiitee of the Water Users Association by dirccl election from among ils
members, by the method of secret ballot, in such manner as mav be prescribed.

(3) The Coliector shall also make arrangenients for the election of the members of (he
managing committee, consisting of one member from cach of the territorial constituency of the
Water Users Association avea, by (he method of secrct ballo(, in such manner as may be
prescribed.

(4) If at an election held under sub-section (2} or (3), the President or the member in
any terrilorial constiluency is nor clected, fresh clection shall be held in the same manner as
specified in sub-section (2) or (3}, as the case may be: -

Pravided that the Government may, for the reasans (o be recorded in writing, from
time 1o time, postpone the electian.

(5) The President and the members of thic managing commitice snall, if npt recpitad
under section 13, be in office for u period of five years. from the datc of the first meeting of the
managing committee.

(6) The managing commniiltec shall exercise the powers and perform the functions of the
Water Users Associalion.
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6. The Governmenl may, in such manner as may be prescribed, delincate command area Delineation
of cach major and medium Trigation sysiem, omeprising of (wo or more Water Users Associations, :ftD"‘“‘
utory

and declare it to be a Distributory Commitiee area for the purposes of this Act. Committec
RrAA.

7. (1) There shall be a Distributory Committee called by ils local distinct name for every Constitution

Distributory Comittee area declared as such under section 6. of
Distributory
(2) The President of every Waler Users Association in a Distributory Committee area, ~ Committes.
shall be the member of such Distributory Committee ex-¢fficio, and all such members shall
constitute the gencral body of such Distributory Commitiec.
( 8. (1) There shall be a managing comimilies for every Distributory Committee. cgmmuuon
. B of mana-
- (2) The Collector shall make arrangements for the election of the President of the  ging

managing committegof the Distributory Cemmiltec by dircct election from ameng its members,  commiliee
by the method of secret ballot, in such manner as may be prescribed. of Distri-

butory
(3) The Collector shall also make arrangements for the election of the members of the C°d’""l'i‘£" )
managing coommitiee of the Distribulory Committee f[rom among the members of such Distributory :F ﬂ: eetion
Committee, who shall not be more than five, in such manner as may be prescribed: Prosident
’ and

Provided that the Government may, for the reasons t. be recorded in writing, from  members.
time to time, postpone the election.

(4) If, at an election held under sub-section (2) or (3), the President or the members of
the managing ¢committee arc not elected, fresh election shail be held jn the same manner as
specified in sub-section (2) or (3), as the case may by,

{5) The term of office of the President and the members of the managing comrmittee
shail, if not recalled under section 13, be coterminous with the term of members of the general
body specified in sub-section (2) of section 7,

(6) The managing committce shall exercise thepowers and perform the functions of the
Distributory Committee. :

9. The Government may, in such manner as may h'eprescribed, delineate every command  Delineation
area or part thereof, of a Major Irrigation System, and declare it to be a Project area for the  of Project
purposes of this Act. ares.

i 10. {1) Thereshall bea Project Committee called by its distincl name for every Project area - Constitution

dcclared under scction 9. of Project
Commitiee,

(2) The President of every Distributory Committee in the Project area shall be the
e member of such Project Committee, ex-afficio, and =11 such members shall constitute the general -
body for such Projeci Commitlee.

11. (1) There shall be a managing committee for every Preject Commitiee. - Constitution
of
{(2) The Collector shall make arrangements for the ¢lection of the Chairman of the  managing

managing commitice of the Project Committee by direct cleclion from among its members, by  commitiee

the method of secrel ballol, in such manner as may be prescribed. of Project
Commitico

and election

{(3) The Collecter shall alse make arrangements for the election of the members of the of its

managisg commiltec of the Project Committee from among the members of such Project  opaimaa

b Commiltee, who shall not be more than nine, in such manner as may be prescribed: and
members,

Provided that the Gavernment may, for the reasons to be recorded in writing, from
tme to time, posipone the election.
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(3) If, at an clection hald under sub-section (2) or (3). the President ar the members of
the managing committee are not eiected, fresh clection shall be held in the sam2 manner as
specilied in sub-seciion (2) or (3), as the casc may be.

{5) The term of office of the Chairman and the members ol the managing commitice
shall, if not recalled under section 13, be colerminous with the tecm of members of the general
body specificd in sub-scelion (2) of section 10.

(6) T" ~ managing committee shall exercise the powersand perform the functionsof the

Proje~ Cammitice.

Constitution 12. (1) The Government may, by netification, constitute an Apex Commilice wii 2

of Apex  Chairman and such number of members as may be prescribed.
Cominitlee. .

(2) The Apex Committee constituted under sub-section (1) may exercise such poiers
and finctionsas may be prescrived so @ Lo lay down the policies and guidelines frimplementation
of the provisions of this Acl,

Procedure for 13. (1) A motion for recall of a Chatrman or a President or Member, as the case may be, of
recall. \he managing committee of any farmers organisation maybe made by giving a notice in writing
in such form as may be prescribed, signed by nol less than one-third of the total number of

members of such farmers organisation, who are entitled to vole:

Provided that no notice of motion under this section shall be made within onc year of
the datc of assumption of alfice by any person againss whom the motion is sought 1o be mowved.

(2) If the motion is carriéd with the support of majcrity of the members present and
voting at a meeling of the general body specially convened lo1 the purpose, the Collector or the
Government, as the case may be, shall, by order, remave snoch person {rom office and the
resulting vacancy shall be filled in the same manner as a casual vacancy, i

Constitution 14. Themanaging commitlee may constitute such number o sub-commiltees, Fom amongst
of sub-  the members of the farmers organisation concerned, as may be necessary lo carry oul all or any

commillee : . D 4
0 farmers of the functions vested “. it under this Act,
organisation.
Fammers 15. Every farmersorganisation referred to in clause (i) of scclion 2 shall be abody corporate

erganisntion  with a distincl name having perpetual succession and a comman scal and, subject to the
tobeabody pravisions ofthis Act, vested with the capacily ol cntering into contracts and of doing all things

corporate, . , . . .
: necessary, proper or cxpedicni, for the purposc lor which it is constituted and it shail suc or be
sued in its corporate name represented by the Chairman or President, as the case may be:
Provided that no farmers organisation shall have the power Lo afienate in any manner,
any property vested in i,
Cha;_mcs in 16. The Government may, in the interest of farmers organisation inany command arca. by
© MMM potification and in accordance wilh the rules madc in this behalf,—
nrgn.ms:mon,

(a} form a new farmers organisation, by senzarating the aren from any existing Farmers
organisation; or
(b)increase the arca of any farmers erganisation: or
v (€) diminish the arca of any larmers crganisation: or
‘(d) alter«the boundarics of any farmers grganisation: gr

{e) cancel a notification issued under this scction for rectifying any misiake:

- Provided that no such separation, increase, diminition. alreration or cancellation, as the case
, may be, shall be effected unless a rcasonable opportunity is given 1o the farmers organisalion
likely to be affecred.
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I7. (1) A person shall be disqualified for being chosen as or for being a Chairman or Disqualifica-
President or 2 Member of any managing committes, if— tion of
candidates
(a) he is a village servant or officer or servant of the Government of India or of any ~ o ™ember
State Government or of any local authority or an employee of any institution receiving aid from

the funds of the Government;

{6) he has been convicted by a criminal court for any offence involving moral
turpitude commilted under any law for the time being in force;

(¢} he is of unsound mind and stands so declared by 2 competent court;
{d} hcisan applicant (o be adjudicated as m insolvent aran ndisv..”~zed insolvent; or

é_ (e} he is a defaulier of tand revenue or water charges or fees payable either (o the
Governmeni or Lo the farmers organisation; -

é (/) heisintercsted in a subsisting contract made with, or any work being donein (he
arca of the concerned farmers organisation, for the Village Panchayat or Panchayat Union or
Town Panchayat or Municipality or Municipal Corporation or State or Central Government or

farmers organisation: :

Provided that a person shall not be deemed tohave any interest in such contract or
work by reason only of his having share or interest in—

(i) a company as a mere share holder, but not as a director; or

(ii) any lease, saleor purchase of immovable property or any agreement for the
same; or :

(iii) any agreement for the loan of money or any securily for the payment of
money only; or

(iv) any newspaper in which any advertisement relating to the affairs of the
i farmers oganisation is insertcd. .

Fxplanation.- For the removal of doubts, it is hereby declared that where a contract is
fully performed it shall not be deemed to be subsisting merely on the ground that the Village
Panchayat, Panchayat Union, Town Panchayat, Municipality, Municipal Corporation, Farmers
Organization, Statc or Central Government, as the case may be, he s not purformed its part of the
contraciual obligations.

(2) A Chairman or President or Mecmoer of any managing committee of a farmers
organisation shail also become disqualified to continue in office and shall cease to hold office
forthwith, if he—

(a1} is convicted in a criminal case involving maral turpitude; or
(h) abscnis for three conscculive meetings withaul reasonable cause:

Provided that such.lisqualification under item {4) shall not apply in the case of women
who are i ar advanced stage of pregnancy and for a period of threc months after delivery.

(3) A member of the Water User Association shall ¢cease to be a member or a Chairman
or a President, as the case may be, of 2 managing committee and shall become disqualified to
continue in office, if he ceases to be a water user.

18, (1) A member of 2 managing committee of any farincrs.organisation may resign his Resignation.
oflice by a leticr, scnl by registercd post or tendered in person, to the Chairman or Presidentof -
the managing committee concerned.

(DTP) 1V-2 Ex. {178)~2
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(2) The President Hf the managing commitice of a Water Users Association may resign
his office by a lctter, sent by registered post or tendered in person, 10 the President of the
Distributory Commiltec concerned.

(3) The President of the managing commitlee of a Distributory Commitice may resign
his office bya leiter, sent by registered post or tendercd in person, 1o the Chairman of the Project
Committee concerned.

(4) The Chairman of the managing committee of 2 Project Commiltee may resign his
office by a letter, sent by registered post or tendered in persan, to the Chairman of the Apex
Comm.ittee.

(5) Any resignation under this section shall take effect from the date of acceptance or
on the explry of thirty days frem the date of its receipt, whichever is earlier. |

19. (1) A vacancy arising in any managing commiltee, either due to disqualification under
sub-section (2) or (3) of secilion 17 or due to death or resignation or any other reason, such
vacancy shall be filled up, by nemination, ull the vacancy is filled up by clection under sub-
section (2), in the follpwing manner:—

(a) A vacancy in the Water Users Association shall be {illed by the managing
commitiee of the Distributory Committeg, in such manner as may bc prescribed;

(®) A vacancy in the Distributory Committee shall be filled by the managing
committeg of the Project Committee, in such manner as may be prescribed; and

(¢) a vacancy in (he Project Committee shall be filled by the Apex Commiilce, in
such manner as may be prescribed,

(2) The Collector shall take necessary steps (o conduct elections io fill up any vacancy
ceused within a pericd of enc month from the date of occurrence of such vacancy.

(3) The term of office of a member or a President or a Chairman of Lhe farmers
organisation, elected under sub-section (2), shall expire at the time at which it would have
expired, if he had been elected at the ordinafy election.

20. No acl or procesdings of any managing commitice shall be invalid by reason only ol the
existence of any vacancy in, or defect in the constitution of, the said managing commiltce.

21. The meetings of the farmers organisation and the managing commitlee thereof shall be
at such intervals, by such procedure, and with such quorum, as may be prescribed.

CHAPTER-IIL
" FuNcTiONs OF FARMERS ORGANISATION.
22. The Water Uscrs Association shall perform the following functions, namely:—-

{a) 1o prepare and implcment an operational plan and a Rotational Water Supply for
each irrigation season, consistent with the operational plan, prepared by thé Distributory
Commitice and the Project Commiliee, and based upon (he entitiement, area, soil and cropping
pattern as approved by the managing committee or Disiributory Commitiee, or as the case may
be, of the Project Committec;

(&) toprepar. - plan for the maintenance of irrigation system in the area of its aperation
at the end v cach crop season and carty out the maintenance works of both distributory sysiem.,
water courses and field drains in its arca of operation with the funds of the Water Users
Association, from time to time;
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(c) 1o regulate the usc of water among the various sluices under its area of o'peration
according to the Rotational Water Supply,

{d) to promote cconomy in the use of water allocated;

(e) o assist the authorities of the Revenue department of the Government, in the
preparation of demand and colleciion of water charges;

(/) to maintain aregister of waler users, as published by the Revenue department of the
Government;

(g) 1o prepare and maintain an inventory of Lhe irrigatlion system within the area of
operation;

() to monitor flow of water for irrigation;

(i) to resolve the disputes, if any, beiween the members of the Water Users Association
in its area of operation;

(/) to raise resources; : '

(£) 1o mainiain accounts;

{7 to cause annual audit of its g-counts;

() to assist in the conduct of clections to the managing committee;

{m o maintain sach other records, as may be prescribed;

(0) to abide by the decisions of (he Distributory Committee and Project Commiitec;
(p) to conduct general body meetings, in such manner as may be prescribed;

{7) 1o encourage avenue for plantation on canal and tank poramboke, and to protecl and
maintain such plantations; '

(+) 1o conduct regular water budgeting and also ‘o conducl periodical social audit, as
may be prescribed; and

(s) to remove the cncroachments on canal, drains and tank poramboke in the area of

jurisdiction of the Water Users Association.

23. The Distributory Conunaittee shall perform the following functions, namely:—

{a} lo preparcan operational plan based on its entitlement, area, soil, cropping pattern
at the beginning of each irrigation scason. consisient with the operational plan prepared by the
Project Commillee: -

(b) o prepare a plan for the maintenance »f branch canals, distributories and medium
drains within its aren of operation as the end of each crop season and execute the maintenance
works with ils funds. [rom time to time;

(c) lo regulnic the use of waler among the varions Walter Users Associations under its
syt of operation;

(o) 1o vl dispuey 0y, betwenn the Waier teers Associntions in ils area of

Leraiign:

Fe) 1o mnivtngn a regisler of W ater Users Association in s ar2a of operation:

Functions of
Distributory
Committee,
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() to maintain an invenlory of the irrigation system in thc area of its operation,
including drains;

(g) to promole economy in the use of walcr allocaled;
(#) to maintain accounts; .
(i} to cause annual audit of ils accounts;
(/) to maintain such other records, as may be prescribed,
(k) to monilor the flow of water for irrigation;
. (1) 1o conduct general body meetings, as may be prescribed;
(m) 1o abide by the decisions of -lhc'Project Committec;

. (n) ta cause regular water budgeting and also the periodical social audit, as may be
prescribed; )

(o} to assist in the conduct of elections to the managing commillec;
(¢} to encourage avenue for plantations in its area of operalion; and

(g} to remove the encroachments on canal, drains and tank porambaoke in the area of
jurisdiction of the Distributory Committee. '

Punctions of. 24. The Project Committee shall perform the following functions, namely:—
Project
Committes. - (@) to approve an operational plan, based om its entitlement, area, soil cropaing pattern,

as prepared by the competent authority, in respect of the entire project area at the beginning of
each irrigation season;

(b) to approve a plan for the maintenance of irrigation system, including the major
drains, within its area of operation at the end of each crop seasons and execute the maintenance
works with the funds of the Project Committee, from tirme to time;

(c) to maintain a lisi of the Distributory Committees and Water Users Associations in
its area of operation;

(d) to maintain an invenlory of the branch canals, distributories and drainage systems
in its area of operalion;

(e) to resolve disputes if any, befween the Distributory Committees,
(/) to promote cclnnomy in the use of wat&;

{e) to maintain accounts; .

(?1) to cause annual audit of its accounts;

(1) to maintain such other records, as may be prescribed;

(i) to conduct general body meetings, as may be prescribed;

(%) to cause regular water budgeting and also the periadical social audit, as may be
prescribed;

(! o encourage avenue for plantations in its area of operation; and

T

{m) 1o remove the encroachments on canal, drains and tank poramboke in the area of
jurisdiction of the Project Committee.
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25. Afarmersorganisation may, for carrying out the purposes of this Act, and for achieving
the objects of snch organisation and performing its functions, levy and collect such fees not
exceeding five hundred rupees per heectare per year from every water user, as may be prescribed,
from time to (ime.

26. (1) The Government may, by notification, appoint such officer of the Water Resources
Organisation, as they consider necessary, to be the compelent authorily to every farmers
organisation, for the purposes oi this Act.

(2) The competent authorily appointcd under sut-section (1) shall assist the respective
farmers organisation in the implementation and cxecution afall decisions taken by such farmers
organisation.

(3) Every farmers organisation shail extend such co-operation or assistance, as may be
required by the competent authority, for carrying out the purposes of this Act.

CHAPTER-IV.
Finps of FARMERS QORGANISATION,
27. There shall be a Fund for every farmers crganisation, which shall compriée of the

following sources, namely.—

(1) grants received from the Government as a shareof the water charges collected in the
area of operation of the farmers organisation, at such rates as may be prescribed,

(2) such other funds as may be granted by the State and Ceatral Govemment for the
development of the arca of operatien,

(3)resources raised from any financing agency for underlaking any cconomic
develapment activivies in its area of operatioq,

{4) such income from (he properties and assets attached to the 1rr1gat10n system within

its arca of opcralion, as may be granted by the Government; |

(5) fzes collected under section 25;

(6) amounts received from any other source

28. (1) The farmers orgsnisation shall keep its Sund in 2 Nationalised Bank of a2

Ca-operative Bank or any Agricultural Co-operative Socicty.

(2) The Fund shall be applied towards meecting of the expenscs incurred by the
managing cammitice ofthe concerncd farmers organisation in theadministration of this Act and
for no other purpose.

29. (1)} Themanaging comaiittce of the farmers organisation shall maintain 2 sinking fund
for the repaymesit of mwoneys borrmwved and shall pay every year into the sinking fund such sum
as may be sufficient for repayment, within the period fixed, of all moneys so borrowed.

(2) Thesinking fund or any part thereof shall be applied in or towards, the discharge of
the loan for which such fund was created, and unti! such loan is wholly discharged, it shall not
be applied for any other purpose.

30. Every farmers organisation shall get its accounts audited annually in such manner and
by such audilors, as 1nay be prescribed.

31. The managing cammilize of a farmers arganisation shall preparcin snch formin every
financial year a2 budget in respect of next financial year, showing the estimated receipts and

expenditurc of such committee and shall place before its general body for its approval in such

manncr, as may be prescribed.
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CHAPTER-V.

OFFENCES AND PENALTIES.
32. Whoever, without any lawful authoerity, docs any of the following ac(s, namely:—
(a) damages, alters, enlarges, or obstructs any irrigation system; or

(b) interferes with, increases, or diminishes the water supply in, or the flow of water
from, through, over or under any irrigation system; or

(c¢) being responsible for the mainienance of (he irrigation system, neglects la take
praper precautions for the prevention of waslage of the water thereo! or interferes with the
authorised distribution of water therefrom or uses water in an unauthorised manner, or in such
manner as to ¢ause damage to the adjacent land; or

(d) corrupts or fouls, water of any irrigation syslem so as lo render it less fit for the
purpases for which it is ordinarily used; or

(e) abstnicts or removes any level marks or waler gauge or any other mark or sign fixed
by the authority of a public servant; or :

(N vpebr, &linte. ar obstruets or nilempls o apen. shint av obstract auy stuice ar antlel
b gy b stk lan vomb v e o e gy Iipatlon systenc a

() violates the Rotational Water Supply or water distribution and regulation made by
the Water Users Association or Distributory Committec or the Project Committec;
shall, on conviction, be punished with imprisonment tor 4 lerm which 1nay extend to twa years
or with fine which may extend to five thovsand rupees, or with both.

33. No court shall take cognizance of an offence under this Act. except on complaint made
by the competent authority or the President or Chairman, as the casc may be, of the managing
committee of any farmers organisation.

34. Nothing contained in this Act shall prevent any person from being prosecuted and
punished under any other law for the timebeing in force for any act or omission made punishable
by or under this Act;

Provided that no person shall be prosecuted and punished for the samec offence more than
once!

35. (1) Any offence punishable under section 32 may, cither belore or after making the
complaint under section 33, be compounded by the compsient authority or the President or the
Chairman, as the case may be, of the managing committce of a firmers organisation, on payment,
for credit to the Government, of such sum as the competent authorily or the Chairman or the

- President, as the case may be, specify:

Provided (hat such sum shall not, in any casc, exceed the maxinuin amount of the fine
which may be imposcd under this Act for the offence so compounded.

(2) Where an offence has been compounded under sub-scction (1), no proceeding or
further proceeding, as the case may be, shall be taken against the offender, in respect of the
offence so compounded, and the offender, if in custody, shall be discharged forthwith.

{3) No offence punishable uuder this Act shall be compounded except as provided by
this sectien.

o L AT R AN T
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CHAPTER-VI.
SerrieameNt oF Disrures.

36. (1) Any dispute or difference (ouching the censtitutian, management, powers of  Seulement of
lencliens of a farmers organisation arising between members, shall be determined by the dispules.
managing commiltee of such farmers organisation.

{2) Any such dispule or difference arising belween a member and the managing
commiitecof a Waler Users Assouianue: o, Selween 1wo or mor ¢ Waler Users Assoclalions shall
be determined vy the managing committce of the Distributory Commitiee.

R L T e _..Jﬂ-‘rn--, .

=

(3) Any such dispute or diffcrence arising between a member and the managing
committee of a Distributory Cammitice or betsween two or more Distributory Committees shail
be detcrinined by the managing committee of the Project Commillee. )

(4) Any such d'spute or difference arising between a member and the managing
committee of a Project Commitice or belween two or more Project Committees, shall be
determined by the Apex Cammitiee, whese decisizn shall be final.

(5) Every dispute or difference under this seclion shall be disposed of within fifteen
days from the date of reference of the dispute ot differcnce.

37. (1) Anypartyto a dispute or difference aggricved by any decision made or order passed  appeals.
by the managing committee of a Water Users Assaciation may appeal to the managing commiittee.
of the Distributory Commiitee, whose decision thereon shall be final.

(2) Anypartyloa dispule oy difference aggrieved by any decision made or order passed
by the managing commilteeofa Distributory Committee may appeal to lhe managing committee
of the Project Commitiee, whose decision thiereon shall be final.

(3) Anypartyto a dispute or difference aggricved by any decision made or order passed
by the mauaging commitiee of a Project Commitiee may appeal to the Apex Commitiee, whase
decision thercon shall be final.

(4) Any appeal under sub-section {1} or sub-seclicr {2) or sub-section {3} shall be
preferred within fiftecn days of communication of the di:cision or the order to the person
agpgrieved,

{5) Every appeal under 1his section shall be disposed of within fifieen days fromthe date
of filing ol the appeal.

CHAPTER-VII,

r MISCELLANEQUS,

-

38. (1) Every farmers organisation shall keep at its oifice, the following accounts, xecords Records. -
and documents, namcly:—

(a)an up-to-date copy of this Act,

()2 map ol thearca ol operation of the farmers organisation along with the map of
the steuctures and disiributory nelworks prepared in consultation with the Water Resources
Qrgatisation;

{:)a statenient of the assets and liabilities,

tefy minutes book:
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(e) books ol account chowing receipts and payments;

(/) books of account of all purchases and sales of goods made by (he farmers
organisation;

(g) register of mei.surcment books, level field books. work oyders and the like;
(/1) copies of audit reparts and enquiry repors;

(i) such other accounls, records and documents as may be prescribed, [rom ume to
time.

(2) The books of accounts and other records shall be open for information to the
members of the respective farmers organisation.

39. Without prejudice to any other mode of recovery which is being taken ar may be taken
under this Act or any other law for the time being in force, any moncys due t¢ a farmers
organisation may be recovered as if il were an arrears of land revenue and for the purposes of
such recovery, the competent avtharity shall have the powers of a Colleclor vnd~r the
Tamil Nadu Revenuc Recovery Act, 1864,

40. The meeting of the farmers organisalion and the managing commiitee thereof, its
procedure, intervals, presidency and quorum thereof shall be such as may be prescribed.

41. (1) The G . ~rmenl may, by notificalion, appoint a Commissioncr lo exercise general
control ar. .. superintendence over the competent avthorities and the Collectors in performance
of their functions under this Act or the rules made therennder.

(2) The powers tobe exercised and the functions to be performed by the Commissioner
shall be such as may be prescribed.

42. (1) Any farmers association already formed and registered under the Tamil Nadu
Societies Registration Act, 1975 for the purpose of carrying out the functions of participatory
Irrigation Management prior to the coming into force of this Act and functioning in any area
declared to be a Water Users Association Area under seclion 3 shall, as soon as the Managing
Committee of the Water Users Association is constituted in accordance with section 5 in such
area, cease to exist:

Provided that where any such farmers association which has entered into aMemorandum
of Understanding with any authority of the Water Resourzes Organisation before coming into
force of this Act shall continue te cxercise the powers and (unctions of a Water Users
Assoclation in the respective areca from the date of coming into force of this Act and till the
constitution of the managing committee of the Water Users Association in accordance with this
Act.

(2) The Government may, by notificalion, appoint officers from the Water Resources
Organisation to exercise the powers and perform the functions of a farmers organisation and the
managing commiltee thercol. till such time such farmers organisation is duly constituted or
reconstituted and such manag ing commitlee assumes office under the provisions of this Act.

43, All permissions, orders, decisions, notices and other documents of the farmers
organisalion shalibe authenticated by the signature of the Chairman or President of such farmers
organisation or any other member of (the managing commitiee as may he specifically authorised
by such managing commitlee in wriling in this behalf.

Tamil Nadu
Act 11 of
1864.

Tomil Nadu
Ael 27 of
1975.
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44. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings sliall Hie against any person for anything  Protection
which is, in goad faith done or intended to be done in pursuance of this Act or any rule or order ~ #¢4on ¢

made thereunder. Irn'b;md
i,

45, [f any difficulty arises in giving effecl to the pravisions of this Act, the Government Power 1o
may. by order published in the Tumil Nadu Government Guzetre, make such provisions, not  remove

inconsislent with the provisions of this Act, as appear to them to be necessary or expedient for  difiicul
removing e difficulty:

Provided that no order shall be made alter the expiry of a period of (wo years from the
ditte of commuencement of this Act,

e e

46, (1) The Government may, in the public interest. by order. direct the competent amthority  power o
b to make an enquiry or {a lake appropriate proceedings under this Act in any case specilied inthe  Gover
order, and the competent authornty shall report to the Government the result of the enquiry made "2 8™
. . L . . dircen

or the proceedings laken by him within ~uch period as may be prescribed.

(2) The Government may issue such orders and dircetions of a general character as they
may consider necessary in tespect of any matter relating to the powers and dutics of the
compe’ent anthority or the farmers organisation and thereupon the competent authoerity or the
farmers arganisation shall give effect to such orders and directions.

47, The Commissioner may, either on his own motion or an application made, call for and  Revisis
- cxamine the recards of any farmers organisation or as the case may be, the cecords of th~ Apex  Comr
Commultee inrespect ol any decision. order, or ether proceedings b... de under this Act, to satisly
himsclt ax 1o the correctaess. legality or prapriety af any such decision or order, or as to the
revularity of such proceedings and il in any case, it appears 1o the Commissioner that such
decision. order or proceedings should be mwodified. annulled. reversed or remitted for

recnnsideration, he may pass orders accordingly:

Provided that the Commissioner shall not pass any order prejudicial to any person
unfess he has been wiven an opportunity of makiny o representation.

*

48, Ihe provisions of this Act shall be in addition to. and not in deraganon ol any other law  Opera

lor the e being in farce. atlic

nal
49. Nothing contained in this Act shall affeey the rights or properties vested in a Village 44,
Panchayat, Panchayat Union, Town Panchayat. Municipality or Municipal Corporation under
any law lor the time being in force. '

20 (1) The Government may neake rules 10 carry out all or any of the purposes of this AcL. puwe

nuk
{2) Every rule or order made under this Act shall. as soon as possible. after it vs made,
be placed on the Table of the Legislalive Assembly and if, befare the expiry of the session i,
which 11 15 so placed or the nexi scssion, the Assembly makes any modilication in any such rufe
or order. ur the Assembly decides that the rule or order should not be made, the rule or order shall
thereatter ave elTeet only in such maodificd farm ar be of no effect, as the case may be, so,
hoveever, than any such modilication or ammulment shall be without prejudice to the validily of

am iy previousty done under thar rale or order,

2order ol the Governor)

K. PARTHASARATHY,
Secrerary 1o Goveriment.

Low Department.

PN TID AND PUREISHED BY T DIRECTER OF STATONRY AN PRINTING, CHENNAI
ON ST OF T GOVERNMENT (F  FAMIL NATX!
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