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THE PONDICHERRY SETTLEMENT ACT, 1970. 
(No. 28 of 1970) 
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8 1. 

$1 
/ 

2 41 (3) It shall come into force bn such ldate as. the Governm 
gL i may, by notification, appoint and different dates may be appointed' 

different areas. 

b I ,  

Definitions 

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires.- 
< 

(a) "assessment" means the land revenuei assessment fixed 
under the settlement made in accordance with the provisions of this 
Act; 

(b) uColl:ctor" means the chief officer In charge of the revenue 
administration of the Union territory of Pondicherry. and includes in 
relation to any function to be perfornied by the Collector under this 
Act, such other officer not below the rank of a gazetted officer as 
the Government may, by notification, appoint for ,the purpose; 

(c) "Commune" means a commune constituted under French 
Decree dated 12th March, 1880; 

(d) " Director " means the Director of Settlement appointed 
;rider sub-section (1) of section 3; 

(e) " fasli " means tKe year commencing with 1st July in any 
year and ending with the 30th June of the year next following; 

(f) Government " means the Administrator appointed by the 
Preside~t under article 239 of the Constitutioa; 

(g) " holding " means a portion of laad held by a person either 
sinkly or jointly with one or more persons; 

(h) "manyam land" means land registered as manyam land in 
the revenue accounts in favour of any religious, charitable or educa- 
tional institution or in the name of any individual for rendering any 

' specific service to  any particular community or villagers in common - 
and forwhich land tax or land revenue, as the case may be is levied 

, I  
.: under the law in force; 

1 .  The Act came into force on the 1 lth day of January 1971, vide Notification-I in 
-, Gazette No. 1 dated 5-1-1971. 

0 
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- 

, (i) cfnotifi~atibnyg means a notification issued by the Government I 

or ar$'officer-ahhorised by it in this behalf and published in the 
Official Gazette ; 

(jr c6prescribed" means prescribed by rules framed under this 
Act ; I 

.. , 

(k) "registered holder" means a registered holder as defined 
under the Pondicherry Survey and Boundaries Act, 1967 (Act 8 

L 

(1) settlement" means the result of the operations conducted in a 
zone in order to determine the land assessrrent; 

(m) "Settlement Officer" means an officer appointed by the 
~overnment under sub-section (2) of section 3 and include5 an officer 
,e~hpowered under the Act to perforin the functions of a *Setriertlent 
Officer; 

* - 
(n) '#Union territory" means the Union territory of Pondicherry ; 

and 
L 

(0) "zone"' means a lccal area comprising one or more Com- 
munes or portions thereof which in the opinion of the Sett!ement 
Officer are contiguous and homoggncous in respect of soil characterir- 
tics, physical configuration, yield of principal crops, rainfall and other 
irrigation facilities. ,. 

CHAPTER I1 

OFFICERS, THEIR POWERS, DUTiES AND FUNCTIONS 

Director and Settlement Officers. 

3. (1) The Government may appoint a Director to carry out the 
-settlement operations and to perform the duties and discharge the 

functions assigned to him by or under this Act. 

(2) The Government may appoint one or more Settlement 
Offimrs to perform the duties and discharge the functions assigned to 
them by or under this Act. 
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- 
(3) Every Settlement O5cer shall be subordinate to the 

Director who shall have power to cancel or devise any of the orders, 6 . acts or proceedings of the Settlement Officer. 1 

Power to take-evidence on oath etc. a 
/ Y P 

4. The Director and tho Settlement Offi9r shall, for the purposes 1 
'% of this Act, have the same powers as are vested in a Court under the . 3, 

Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (5 of 19~8) whifl: trying a suit, in respect 
of the following matters, namely :- 'a 1 

2 

(i) summoning and enforcing the attend4nce of any person apd i 
examining him on oath; 

(ii) requiring the discovery and production of document-; , 

fiii\ rpcpivino pviri~nrp nn ~t ) i r l~v i t .  

(iv) issuing commissions for the examination of witnesses of for 
local investigation; 

and any proceeding before the Director or the iSettlement Officer shall 
be deemad to bc a judicial proceeding within the,meaning of sections 193 
and 228 of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860) and for the purposes of 
section 196, of the said Code. 

- 

Power to enter upon land. 

5. The Director, Settiemznt Officer or any of the subordinates of 
such officers may enter upon any Iand with such &her officers and persons 
as he considers necessary and make a survey and take measurements 
thereof or do any other act which he codsiders necessary for 
carrying out the purposes of this Act: 

Provided that no person shall enter intlo any land, building , 
or upon any closed court or garden attachzd to a dwelling 
house unless with the consent of the occuQier therkof, without - 
giving such occupier at least twenty-four hhurs notice 
mabing such ent,ty due regard shall be had to the spe 
religious sentiments of the occupier. - 

4 

1 
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L n m r  I ~ I \  11' I .  i 

, SETTLEMENT AND ASSESSMENT 1 , 

, I  Settlement and resettlement. I 
A [ I \  Gnvernment mav. at any time, direct 4 settlimcnt V. \a, *-.- --.- . , 

in respect of any land for which survey operations 
taken up under the provisions of the Pondicherry 
~oundar& Act. 1967 (Act 8 of 1967). I 

i 
(2) The Governmint may also direct at any ti 

settlement (hereinafter referred to as resettlement) 
ment. of such land: , I I . 

Provided that no enhancement of, assessment shall lake effect iJ 

Qefore the <expiration of the settlement for the time being in 
;i 

i "v force. i - I 
I - i; Determination of assessment. 1 

7. (1) The assessment oa all lands in respect df which a 
settlement or resettlement has been directed under sect/on 6 shall 
be determined by dividing the land to be settled ibto groups 
and sub-dividing each group into classes and h ind  the rates 
for each group or class, as the case may be. 

,* 1 
(7, .The groups and classes shall ordinarily 4 formed on .. 4 i 

bration of the following factors, namely:- I 

14 - \-I 

a conside 

(a) soil and physical configuration; I 
(b) yield of principal crops and their prices; 1 ! 
(c) facilities of irrigation and rainfall : I 

i , . 
Provided that, if deemed necessary, the 

factors may also be taken into consideration 
t:ks I I 

i 

or classes, namely :- I ' 

I 
(a) marketing facilities; 1 

I I 

rh'l anricultural resobces; - i 
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-- 

(c) communications: 

(d) population and suppiy of labour; , 

I (e) wages and ordinary expenses for cultivation of principal 
crops; and ' 

I (f) sale value of lands used for agriculture. 

(3) The assessnient of ibdividual survey numbers and sub- 
divisions shall be based on the rates f~xed for the respective 
groups and classes. 

rd - 

I Manner of making settlement or resettlement. 

8. (1) In making a settlement or resett!ement, the Settlement 
Officer shall- . 

(a) divide the lands to be settled into groups and classes; 
and 

(b) fix the rates of assessment for each group or class. 

(2) Before lands are divided or rites fixed under sub-section 
(I), the Settlement Officer shall hold such enquiry as he considers 
necessary for the purpose and in such manner as may be 
prescribed. 

(3) In fixing the rates according to sub-section (I), regard 
shall be had to the cost of agricultural land, to the profits of 

I agriculture, consideration paid for leases, sale prices of land and 
the principal moneys on mortgages, and in the case of non- 
agricultural land to the value of the land for the purposes for 

-which it 7s held. . ~ 

(4) The Settlement officer shall submit to the ~overnment 
! 
i through the Dirktor a 3eport (hereinafter referred- to as the 

&heme Report) containing proposals for settlement in respect of 
each zone. , 1 
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, ' (5) ,The Government shall, after considering the scheme 
- Report )and the coniments thereon, if any, of the Director, . 

approve the Scheme Report with or without modification. 

(6) No Scheme Report approved by the Government under 
sub-section (S), shall be brought into force unless it has been 
laid before the Legislative Assembly of Pondicberry .and has ' 

been approved by 'a resolution of that 'Assembly either with 
or without modification, but upon such approval- being given, 
the Scheme Report shall be published in the Official Gazette in 
the form in which it has peen so approved. 

(7) The Government, while publishing the Scheme Report 
under sub-section (6), shall also specify the fasli from which the 
settlement ':overed by the Scheme Report shall be illtroduced by 
Seitlement Officer. 

Term of settlement and reduction, suspension or remission of - 
assessment. 

9. (1) A settlemeot introduced under section 8 shall remain 
in force for a period of thirty years: 

Provided that, when, in the opinion of the Government, a 
fresh settlement at $he expiration of thirty years is inexpedient or 
has for any +use been delayid, the ~overnm&t may extend 
the term of the settlement for the time being in force for such 
period as it may think fit. I 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (I), the 
Government may, in accordance with general or special orders 
made in this behalf, grant reduction, suspension or remission in 
wllole or in part of the assessment in any area in any year 
due to failure of crops, floods, or any other natural calamity 
or any reason whatsoever. 

Registration of porambdles. 

10. All lands at the disposal of the Government and all 
Government lands which are in the possession and enjoyment I- 
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of the Communes on the date of commencement of this Act 
and which are used or which may be required for communal, 
public or Government purposes shall be registered as porambokes 

, during the settlement: 

' . 
Provided that such of 'the Governmbnt lands, as are at the 

disposal of the Communes for remuoeraflive purposes and assess& 
to  land tax before the comrnenceme~t of this Act shall be registered 
in the holding of the respective Commubes on such terms and 
wnditioas as  may be .prescribed. 

I Liability for payment of assessme* to Governlent. 

1 I .  Every registered holder shall, fbr each fasti comment- 

ing from the fwli in which settlement is introduced, be primarily 
liable to  pay to the Govmment in respect of ail lands includ- 
ed in his holding, the assessment fixed under this Act : 

# .  

Provided that the payment of assesqment under this section 
shall not affect any right or obligation of religious, charitable 

-or educational institutions in respect of inanyam lands. 

Power to impose additional assessme* or levy on trees. .. . . 
12. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, the 

Government may,' at any time during the settlement for the 
- time being in force,- 

(a) impose additional assessment, not exceeding twice the 
amount of highest wet rate of assessment in force, for additional 
advantag6 accruing to any land on which wet crops are er 
may hereafter be raised, from water received on account of 
execution of fresh irrigation works ot improvements effected 
by tbe Government inexisting irrigation works completed after the 
introduction of the settlement, or by intercepting surface rain water 
or water flow~ng to any rccognised source of irrigation; . 
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I 

standing on ' 

of such trees. 

, - CHAPTER IV 

LAND RECORDS 

.Settlemeit Register and Register of Rlg 

13. (i), The Settlement Officer shall, 'for 
every such local area as may be specified in this 
men! by a notification, prepare:- 

(a) a Settlement Register; and 

(b) a Register of Rights, showing the consolid 
lands in the village or local area, holding-wise. 

particulars .-- 

(i) survey number and subdivision of the land; 

(iii) the name of the registered holder;' ' 

(v) such other particulars as may be prescribed. 

573 . 
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- .. 

Procedare for finalisation of the Register of ~ i ~ h t s .  
, 

14. (1) As soon as may be after\the completion of the preparation 
of the Register of Rights for rach village or local area, the Settlement 
Officer shall send to every whose name is entered in the said 
register an extract of the entries *elating to him and inform.him of the 

.t i , date on or beforer which he should file his objections, if any, with the 
officer specified in this behalf by the Settlement officer and such date \ 
shall glso be published by notification and in such manner as 
may be prescribed. 

(2) ~6~ person aggrieved by the entries in the Register of Rights 
either on the ground that the entry'in respect of particulars relating to 
him is incorrect or on the ground that his name or other particulars 
relating to the land which has bsen let for cultivation and in which he 
has interest either as registered holder o: tenant have been omitted to 
be included in the said Register may file his objections containing such 
particulars as may be prescribed and shall be accompanied by the 
documents relied pn by the objector as evidence in' support of his claim. .. 

(3) On the expiry of the period allowed for filing objections. the 
Settlement Officer shall- 

(i) if no objection has bten filed with him, finalise the Register 
of Rights after m+king*such enquiry as he deems fit in the Ivillage or 
local area concerned; or 

(ii) if okjrictions have been received b y  him, fix a date for 
enquiry and enquire into th: objections after giving sufficient notice 
to the objectors and other persons interested and pass such order as 
he deems fit together with brief reasons there'or, and finalise the 

' 

Register of Rights aftkr making alterations, if necessary;on the basis 
of orders passed by him. 

(4) The enquiry under sub-section (3) shall be conducted in such 
manner as may be prescribed. 
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. 
f -  Publication of approved Register of Rights and revision of Settlement 

L 1 - Register. 

15. (1) As soon as may be after the finalisation of the Register of - Rights, the Settlement Officer shall publish it in the manner prescribed 
and the Register so published shall be called the approved Register of 
Rights. 

1 

(2) The Settlement Officer shali revise the Settlement Register on 
the basis of the approved Register of Rights. 

(3) The extract of the relevant entries of the approved Register of 
Rights, duly certifipd by the prescribed au'hority, shall be adrnissibie in 
evidence before any court or tribunal. 

Modification or inclusion in the approved Register of Rights. 

16. (1) Where any person claims that in respect of any land 
already included in the approved Register of Rights any ~nodification is 
required in respect of the entries in the said register, either by reason of 
death of any pecson or by reason of transfer of interest or by reason of 
any other subsequent change in the holding, he shall zpply to such 
officer as rnzy be specified in this behaif by the Collector, for modifi- 

, cation of the relevant entries in the approved Register of.Rights. 

(2) An application under sub-section (1) shall contain such 
, particulars as may be prescribed and shall accompanied by documents 

relied on by the applicant as evidence in support of his claim. 

(3) The officer specified under s~b-section ( I )  shall, after 

. following such procedure as may be prescribed 'and after giving the 
person or persons interested in the land to  which the particular entry 
relates an opportunity of being heard, p a p  such orders as he deems fit, . 

either rejecting or allowing the claims made in the application and in the 
event of the claim being allowed the Register of Rights shall be modified 
%t&ordingly. 

(4) Every order passed under sub-section (3) shall contain briaf 
, reasons therefor. 

575 . 
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i 
Person acquiring by succession etc., to furnish information. - 

17. (1) Any person Kquiring by succession, survivorship 
inheritance, partition, purchase, gift, mortg$ge, lease or otherwise any 
' right in a land or where such person acqpiring the right is as minor or  
. otherwise disqualified," his guardian or other person having charge of 
his property shall report in writing his acqpisition of such right to such 
officer as may be specified in this behalf by the Collector. within three, 
months from the date of such acquisitibp and the said officer shall at 
once_ give a written acknowledgment ot @e<lteceipt of the report to the 
person making it: . I 

Provided that any person acquiring the right by virtue of a 
registered document shall be exempted from the obligation to report to 
the said officer. I 

(3) .Any person pho fails to make ti r&rt as required by sub- 
section (1) shall be liable to pay such penalfty not exceeding twenty-five 
rupees as may be fixed by the Collector and the amount payable as 
penalty shall be recoverable as an arrear of iland -revenue: 

Provided that no penalty shall be impo$ed under this sub-section 
without giving to the person concerned a reasonable opportunity of 
being heard. 

' Prwdure acqaisith of right througb doeonte~ts registered. 

18. No document by virtue of which aoy person acquires a right 
in any land as registered holder, occupant, owner, mortgagee, lessee or 
tenant or assignee, of the rent or revenue thereunder shall be registered 
under the Indian Registration Act, 1908 (12 of 19081, unless the person 
liable to pay the registration fees also pays tq thz Registering authority 
such fees as msy be preicribed for mnking tge necessary entries in the 
approved Register of Rights and other condected registers and on the 
registration of such document the registeriQg authority shall make a 
report of theacquisition of the right to the officer specified by the 
Collectdr under sub-section (1) ofbction 17 in the manner prescribed. 
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I 

Register of Mutations. 

iotercsted therein. , 
ff  

Certified copies. i 

be prescribed, 

section 14, to the Ditector; and 

section 19, to the Col!ector. 

577 

i 
i 

I 
I 
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i 
" (2) Every appeal under sub-section ( I )  shall be prcfc rced ~ i t h i n  
thirty days of the date of  receipt of order appealed against and 'the 

,#I Director or the Collector, as the case may be. after giving the 

13 parties concerned an opporiunity of being heard, pa3s such order as . 
he deems fit. 

(3) Every order made 
subject to section 22, be final, 

J 

by the Director 

Revision. 

the Collector 

12. The Government may, of its own motion or on the application 
of any person affected. call for and examine the record of the appellate 
authority in respzct of any proceedings under section 21 and pass such 
order as it may deea fit: 

Provided that the Government shall not pass any order prejudicial 
to any person unless he has been given a ~easoaable opportunity o f  
being heard, 

CHAPTER V 

'MISCELLANEOUS 

Correction of mistakes in records. 

23. ( 1 ,  The Director opthe Settlement Officer may either of his 
own motion or on the application of any person- . 

- 
. (a) if h: is satisfied that a bona fide mistake has been mzde in 

regard to any decision or proceedings under this Act, make or cause 
to be made t'le necessary correction thereon; r 

(b) at  any time correct or cause to be corrected any clericdl or - 
. arith!netical mistake in any such desision o: procee :ing. 

(2) The Collector may, at any time during the currency of the 
settlement, correct any error is the area or assessment of any Survey 
number or sub-division due to a mistake of survey or arithmetical 
miscalculation : 
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A*& 

I 

~iovided that no arrears of land revenue accruing to the 
- -  Government or  refund thereof to the registerad holder shall become 

payqble by reason of such correction. 

. Delegation of powers. 

24. The Government may, by notification, direct that any power,, 
- or function exercisable by the Attlernent Officer under this A.cJ or the I 

. rules made thereunder shall, in relation to such m s f t ~ r s  and subject 
to s'uch conditions as may be sp-cified in such notification, be 
exercisable also by suzh other officer as m ~ y  be specified in such 
notification. 

Bar of suits in Civil Courts 

25. (1) No  suit shall lie in any civil court to set aside or modify 
any assessment made under this Act. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this Act, the decision of 
,any authority or officer under this Act shall be final and no civil 

. ' couh shall have jurisdiction to decide or deal with any question I 

which by or under this Act is required to be decided o r  dealt with 
by the authorities or  officers under this Act. 

Protection of action taken in good faith. 

26. N? suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie 
against the Governmeot, the Director, the Settlement Officer, or  any 
other officepempoiyered by or under this Act for anything which is, 
in good faith done or intended to be done i k  pursuance of  this Act or 

. any rule or order made thereunder. 

Power to make roles. , 

27. (1) The Government may lnake rules to carry out the 
purposes of this Act. 

(2) In psrticular and without prejudice to the generality of 
the foregoing pgwer such rules mly proilide for- 

(a) the mannet of holdins 5nquiry uiifer sub-section (2) of 
section 8; . 
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(b)' the terms and conditions subject to which the. hdds in 
the holding of the communes shall registered under section 10; . 

(c) the language, form and ,the manner i a  which the records 
shall be prepared and such other particulars which the record 
shall contain under sub-section (21 of &tion 13; 

- 
.(d) the manner in which the qotification uadur sub-sectiog (1) 

of sectidn 14 shalt be published; 

(e) the particulars to be given while filing the objecfions 
under sub-sectioq (2) of section 14; 

- 

(f) the manner of conducting enquiry under _ sub-section (4) 
pf section 14; 

/ (g) the manner in which the 'Register of ~ i g h i s  shall be 
published under sub-section ( I )  of section 15; 

,-- 

(h) the particulars to be gives in an application under 
sub-section (2) of section 16; _ -  - 

(i) the procedure to Fe followed by the officer under 
sub-section (3) of section 16; 

(j) the fees to be naid for \making entries in the approved 
Register of Rights 2nd thc inanner in which the report' shall be 
made by the registering aitthority nndar section IS ;  

(k) ti e form of thz Register of hantitions under sub-sechon (1) 
of section 19: 

(1) the officer by whom a n d  the fees on payment of which . 
certified copies mav be granted under section 20; and 

* 

(1-111 any other b i t e r  which this A C ~  is to be, or may be, 
prescribed. 

, 

- -  

" 
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done under,that nhe. / 

. . 
Cfertain assessments to continue. 

rates uridcr this Act 
the comqencement of this Act. 

Repeal and savings. 

make provisions for 

done or suffered thereunder; or 
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ib) any right, privilege, obligation or liability acquired, accrued 
or incurred under any such lew; or 

(c) any fine, penalty, fcrfeiture or pul'ishment incurred in 
respect of any offence committed against any such law; or 

(d) any investigation, legal proceeding c r  ~emedy ih respect of 
any such right, privilege, obligation, liabiliiy, fine, penalty, forfei- 
ture or punishment as aforesaid; 

T 

and any such investigation, legal proceeding or remedy may be institut- 
ed, continued or enforced and 'aily such fine, penalty, forfeiture or 
punishment may be inlposed as if t!iis section had not been in force. 

(3) Subject t I the provisiolij of sub-sect;on (2), anything done or 
any action taken, ir-cluding ally ap-)ointment made, notilication, order. 

i instruction 05 direction issued or m y  rule or form framed under any 
such law shall be dcemsd to have Seen done or taken under this Act 
and shall continue to have effect accordingly, unless end until super- 
seded by anything done or any a c t i ~ n  taken under this Act. 

I ,  Power tcil remove difficulty. 

31. If any diLiculty arises in giving effect to the provisions of the 
Act, the Governme lt may, by gencral or specizl order, do anything not 
iaconsistent with su:h provisioris vthich appear to the Government to 
be necessary for the purpoz of renlovillg the difficulty : 

9 

I Provided that no such ~ r d e r  shalI be made uuder the section after 
the expiration of two years from the publication of this Act in. the 

-1 ' Official bazette. 

1 

- 
I 

582 
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