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Bengal Act VI of 18701 
[THE VILLAGE CHAUKIDARI ACT, 1870.j2 

SLIPPL~INED . . Ben. ACL I of 1871. 

C Ben. Act V of 1876. 
Bcn. ACL III of 1884, 
Ben. Acl V oi 1919. 

REPEALED IN PART Ben. Act I of 1939. 
West Ben. Act I of 1957. 
Ben. Act I of 1871. 
Ben. Act I of 1886. 
Bcn. Acl VLII of 1922. 
Ben. ACL VIII of 1932. 
Ben. ACI I of 1939. 
Ben. Acl I of 1892. 

- (a) Thc Government oflndia 
(Adaptation of Indian 
Laws) Ordcr, 1937. 

(b) The Indian Indepcndcnce 
(Adaptauon of Bengal 
and Punjab Acts) Order, 
1948. 

(c) The Adap~aljon of Laws 
- Order, 1950. 

An Act to provide for the appoitlrrtlenr, dismissal a ~ ~ d  nrairzt~t~ar~ce oJ 
village-chaukidar. 

WHERFAS it is expedient to make provision for'hc appointment, Prrmblr. 
dismissal and maintenance of village-chaukidars in the provinces subject 
lo the Lieutenant-Govcmor OF BengalJ; 

It is enacted as follows:- 

1. The following words md oxpressions shall. in he consbwction Dcfinilions. 
of this Ac!, havc Lhc several meanings hcrcby assigned to dtem 
respectively, excepr wherc a dirfcrcnt intention shalI appear from thc 
contcxl (that is say):- 

Ihc words '["District Magistrare"] shdl mean the chief oficerchargcd "District 
with [he executive administration of a district in criminal matters by E$:- whatsoever designation such ofhccr is called: 

'This Acr should be red with section 4 and Sch. I or the West Bmgal Parlclm~~af Act, 
1957 (Wcsl Ben. Act I of 1957). 

' L E G I S L ~ ~ E  P A ~ . - F o ~  Slatenrnl of Objects and Raons, see h e  Calcrrrfa Gdzerre 
or 1870. page 357: md For prrwcedings in Council, see ibid. Supplcmen~ 1870, pngcr 53. 
179. 305, 333. 349, 365 and 355. 
h u-rurr.-Thii Act applies to distric~s and subdivisions in Wcst Bcngal to which 

il is cxrcndcd bv order under section 68. 
The whole kc[ cxccpi the preamble md sections 1. 48 ro 61, 66. 67 md 69 rind 

Sckdules C and D ax rcpdcd by Ben. Ac1 V or 1919 in anas in which t h r  Acd is in 
~OE. 

This includes h e  prcscni Sure or West Bengnl and other ~crritoty. 
' T k  W& weni substitu~cd for thc words "Mqistrnre of  Ihc Distric~" by s. 1(2 )  

of Lhc Bcngd1 Villngc Clraul;idoti (A~ncndmcnl) Acl, 1892 [Ben. Act I of 1892). 
'Thc dc6nilion of "Magistnre" w a  repdcd by s. 1(1), ibirl. 
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Tlie Village Chaukjdari Acr, 1870. 

"Cl~(iitkid(tri 
cltakorc~tl 

Thc words "chnrkidari clrakaral~ lands" shall mcan lands which may 

Iands." have been assigned, orherwise than under a lemporary se~llerncnt, far ~ h c  
main~enance of [he officer who may have been bound to keep watch in any 
village and report crime lo the police, and in rcspect to which such officer 
may be at the lime of lhc passing ofthis Acl liable ID render service to a 
mrni~~rlnr; 

bbZc~~~li~~(Iar.  " the word "zarnindar" shall mcan the person whose name is rcgisrcrcd 
in thc gcneral regisler of estates paying rcvcnue dircclly lo Government 
as lhe proprielor of an cstatc so paying revenue, or (he pcrson whosc name 
is regislered in the general register of rcnt-frcc tenurcs as proprielor of a 
rent-free tenure. 

2. [Repeal ofportion of Regvlariotr XX of 1817.1-Rep. by  s. 3 orrd 
the Secotrd Scf~edzrle of ;he Berlgai Repealing arid Atlrerfdi~rg Acr, 1938 
(Be~r. Act I of 1939). 

3 to 35. [Appoillttrlet~t of panchayats; delega~iotl of powers by rlre 
Ilist ricr Mng isrr-are; power ro dcfir e a village; power ro appoit~rt~ler~l 
pancl~aya~onapp~icutio~r of villagers;rrrccerriorr ofi~lerrrberofpanchayal; 
qrralificoriorr of nrer~ibers of panchayat; petralv 011 refrrsitrg to act as 
111er)rber of panchayal; period for 11711iclr panchayni ro be appoit~ted; 
exe~t~priotr Jrutrl servillg OII panchayal; appoi~~fn~enr offt.esh panchayal; 
po~vrr lo retflove i~~mrhers; rrrr~l~ber ojchaukidars; salaries of chaukidars; 
savitrg uJ crristitrg salaries of chaukidars; salaries to be provided by 
assessrrrerlt;persorls liable toassessnienr; rlarrlre at~d antoutrr ofassessn~etr r; 
r i m  ar~d form of assessnletrt; 'power to co~rti~~rre fornrer assesstrretrt; 
drira I iorl of assess111 errt; power to review assesstset1 r; District Magi,~;mte 
may rivise assesstrletrt; rare payable qrrarterly irr advat~cre; allowawce for 
collecri~rg rare; cotrstirrrrio~r of Chaukidari Fund; applicatior~ of srirpl~rs; 
pqteetrt of i~uraltaenr fo be ?trade ~vitl~itt sever1 days; list of defaulters ro 
betr~adeorrr;po~verrodistrait~ forrafes; nrmrtrerof execrrting disrress; sule 
it] e.recstioti of wwrrrrtlr: objecriotu tu levy how lo be made; crrsrody of 
property distraitled; bvllar propeny trray be distmirled for rarer; dis fress 
riot ro be levied after a ymr; appoit~rn,etlr arid distnissal ofchaukidars.]- 
Rep. by s. 4 ( l )  arld Firs1 Sclredrrle of the IVestBetrgal Panchayal Act, 1957 
[Wesr Bell. Acr I of 1957). 

[Ben. Act VI 

36,37. [Appokrtnenr of chaukidars robe registered by police; Power 
of Magistrate lo di.rrrri.rs chaukidars.1-Rep. by rhe Bctrgal Village 
Chaukidari (Anre~rdrnea~) Acf. 1892 (Berr. Acr I of1892). 
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The Village Chaukidari Act, 1870. 

(Secrio~~s 38-47.-Parr ILChaukidar i  Chakaran Lar~ds.- 
Sectiorls 48-52.) 

38 to 47. [Power ro chaukidars; dirries of chaukidars; proced~rre 011 

arresr by chaukidars; coarro/ of chaukidars by panchayat; files arid 
pe~raIries ro be credired to Disrricr Chaukidari Relvard Frrtrd; rrrode of 
payirlg chaukidars; panchayat to pay or retllit qriarterly aaiorr~~~s for 
pajlrrrerrt of chaukidars, etc.; mode of reolizi~rg chaukidars' salary; 
reitl~brrrsenle~it of ~tienrber of panchayat by rvlro~ti saluiy is poid; 
appoirritrlettr of lahsiIdar; r~ttrrrrrerution of ~ahsildar; power ro r r~ ise  
assesstletrbl-Rep. by s. 411) arrd First Sclredirle of llre Wert Betrgal 
Panchayal Act, 1957 (IVesr Bep. Act I of 19.57). 

PART I1 

Cf~aukidari C f ~ a k a r o ~ ~  Lands. 

48. All clraiikiduri clrakurat~ lands before the passing of this Act clfnl,~;d0i 
assigned for !hc bcnefit of any village in which a potrcl~ayat shall be clroX.lrrtlt1 

lands 10 be 
appointed shalt be transferred in manner and subject as hereinafter ,,,~,,d 
menrioned to the mn~irldar of thc cstarc or tenurc within which mny be 10 

situatc such lands. zntr~i~rdttrs. 

49. All lands so transfcrrcd shall be subject to an assessment which Assessment 
10 bc fixcd at shalI bc fixcd at onc-halrof [he annual value of such land according to the onc-hdf of 

nveragerares of lerring land similar in quality in the neighbourhood of such vduc. 

land, and such assessment shali bc madc by !he patrcl~ayar of the village. 

SO. Such assessment when made by tl~eparlchqat shall be submitted Collccior to 

to  he C~lleclor of rhe district, and hc or any olhcr officer cxcrcising thc rztrcr, 
powers of a ColIcclor by him lhercunto appointed may approvc, or rcvise 
and approvc, thc same (provided that it shall be lawful for the zarrrirrdar 
to contest lhe assessmen[ before il is so approved), and afier such 
approval [he Collecwr of h e  distric~ shall, by an order under his hand 
in thc l o r n  in Schedule C, transfer lo such zotrli~ldar such land subject 
10 the assessment so approvcd. 

51. Such order shall operalc 10 ~ransfer lo such zonrilrdar the land Erccl of 

rhcrcin mentioned subjcct to [hc arnounl of assessmenr (herein mentioned, lmsrcr. 

and subjzc~ to all cantracts [heretofore made, in respect of, under, or by 
virtue of, which any person other [han the zar~lirzdar may have any right 
to any land, porlion of his esratc, or renure, in Ihe place in which such 
land may be situate. 

52. The amount of  h e  asscssmcnr mcnuoncd in such order shall be a Assessmcn~ 
permanen1 yearly charge on such land, and shall bc payable to ihe EEancnt 
collecdng member of [he pat~cfrayat yearly in advance on the first day of charge on 
the year current in h e  village by h e  person For the time being entitled lo 1 ~ 1 ~ s .  

recover the renb of such land from Ihc occupicr hereof. 
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Mcdc of 
rcdiution. 

FIodc and 
e rfccr or 
sale. 

R i g h ~  to 
service rmm 
occupier of 
~mslcrrrd 
land to 
ccasc. 

Tlre Village Chaukidari Act, 1870. 
! 

[Ben. Act VI i 
I 

(Parr II.-Chaukidari Chakaran Lotrds.-Sectio~ls 53-57.) 

53. Every such asscssmcnt shall bc decmed lo be a demand lo be 
realized in h e  manner hereinafier provided. 

54. Whenever such assessment shall be in mear for the space of 
fii~een days aitcr it shall havc become payable, the collecting member of 
!heparrcliayat shall forward lo the Collector of thedistrict in which the land 
so nsscssed is siluale nolice of the amounl oi such arrcar and h e  namc of 
[he person liable to pay such assessmenl, in the form in Schedule D 
annexed to this Act. 

55. Irnrnedialely after the receipt of the said nolice h e  Collector or 
other officer authorized 10 hold sales under the law for the lime being in 
forcc For regulating sales of land for arrears of revenue shall proceed, 
wilhout any prcliminary noucc for payment, to issue a notificarion for salc 
under secuon 6 of [ [ h e  Bengal Land-rcvenuc Salcs Act, 18591; XI or 1859. 

and, unless h e  arrears be paid wilhin [he lime mentioned in such 
nolific,aalion. shall sell such land according to the provisions of such law as 
if such land wcre an estarc within thc mcaning of '[hc Bcngal Land- Bcn. Act VI I  

rcvcnuc Salcs Acr, 18681; of  1868. 

and all provisions of thc law for [he fimc being in force wich rcspcct 10 

h e  sale of such estates shall apply 10 h e  sale of such land, and every such 
sale shall have such and the same lbrce and effec~as  if he same were a sale 
of an estate for arrcars of its own rcvcnuc, and such land shall bc heId by 
the purchaser hereof subject to such assessment, but heed from all olher 
charges and incumbrances savc [hose to which he would have becn liablc 
if Ihc said land had bccn an esrarc sold for arrears of i rs  own rcvcnue. 

56. Such Colleclor shall, out of the proceeds of such sale, afier 
defraying the costs nf and atrcnding such sale, pay to the coIlccting 
membcr of lhc patrclrqat, wihin one wcck aiicr such salc shall have 
become final, Ihc amounl duc for arrcxs of such assessmen[, and pay the 
balance of such proceeds lo hc pcrson named in the nolicc from  he 
collecting member of h e  pnrrcf~ayar as h e  person liable lo pay the 
asscssrnenl of such land. 

57. When any landshall havc becn Iranskrrcd to any zarlrit~darunder 
the provisions hereinbeforc contained, h e  right lo thc pcrformancc of 
any semjccs 10 any pcrson by the occupicr of such lands in  respect of 
his occupalion hereof shall wholly cease and delemine. 

'Thcsc words and figures were substiluled for the words and figures "Acr XI ol1859. 
p s s e d  by  he hgislmivc Council of India" by s. 2 and rhc firs1 Schcdulc of rhc Bcngd 
Repealing md Amending Act, 1938 (Ben. Act I or 1939). 

'These words and figures were subslirured for the words and Ligurcs "Act VII of 1868 
pzscd  by the Lieurenmt-GovrmoroFBengal in Council". ibid. 
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The Viliage Chaukidari A cr, 1870. 

(Pan 11.-Chaukidari Chakaran I;or~ds.-Secrior~s 58-61.) 

58. In any disrrict or part of a disticl in which may bc situared lands Appoinl- 1: 
beforc [hc passing of (his Act assigned for [he rnainlcnancc- of an officer F:::~~~~- I 
lo keep watch in any village and lo rcporr crimc lo thc police, it shall be 
lawful for the '[State Government] of 2[West Bengal] by an order LO bc 
published in the '[OficiaI Gazette], to appoin~ a commission, consisdng 
o Fone ormorc pcrsons, to ascertain and dctcrmine the charikidari chokamtt 
lands and olher lands before the passing of h i s  Acr assigncd for thc 
maintenance of an oFficer to keep walch in any village and to report crime 
to the police in such district. 

59. Whenever in any dislricl i n  which such commission shall have Power to 

been appoinled, any question shall arise whether any or w h a ~  lands arc refer'? ion 

clrarrkidari chakararl lands or other lands before the passing of this Act qucsrion 

assigned lor the mainlcnancc of an officcrto kecp watch in any village and ~!~~~~~~ 
10 rcporl crirnc to Lhc police, iL shall bc lawful for such commission to Imd. 

inquire into such question. 

60. In inquiring inlo such quesion the commission shall, as far as powers O! 

may bc necessary ior the purposes of this Act, cxercise all such and [he cOmnlSs~On. 

same powers as are conferred by Regula~on VII of 18224 and the 
Regulations and ACE amending rhc same upon a Collector making a 
sertlement of land-revenue. I 

1 

61. Such commission shall demarcale h e  boundaries of any lands D u l i a o r  
co~n~nission 

which they may delermine to be cliarrkidari cliakararr lands or olher lands md of 
before the passing of this Act assigned for h e  maintenante of an officer thcirordcr- 

lo keep watch in any village and 10 report crime to the police, and shall 
makc ordcrs under their hand setling forth thc land which hey  shall have 

I .  

determined to be clrarikidari cl~akaron lands or olher lands as aforesaid, 
and the boundaries thereof, and the name of the village for the benefit of 
which such lands arc usigncd, and distinguishing whether such land be 
or be no1 cllo~rkidari cftakorari lands or o h e r  lands as aforcsaid. 

Every such ordcr shall be final and conclusive rcspcc~ing a11 maltcrs 
hcrcinbeforc required to bc set forth in such order so far as [he same shall 
be hercin seL forth. 

'The words "Provincial Goioernmtnl" were Iirsr subsrirurcd for h e  word "Licurcnani- 
Govcmof' by pm. 4(1) or the Government of India (Adaptalion of h d i m  Laws) Ordcr, 
1937. T h c d t c r ~ h e  word "Swie" was subsiituid for Lheword "Rovinkd" by p m .  4 ( l )  of 
thc Adapiation OF Laws Ordcr. 1950. 

LSubs~iru~cd For thc word "Bcngal" by p a n  3(2)oTthc Indian Indcpendencu (Adaplation 
of Bengd and Punjab Acrs) Ordcr, 19411. 

'These' words w a  subslirured for the words "Cfllcirrm Gllrerre" by pma. 4(1) of lhc 
Govcrnlncn~ of India (Adaplmion of Indian h w s )  Ordcr, 1937. 

, - 

'Thc Bcngal Lad-rcvcnuc Sctrlcmcnr Regularion, 1822. 
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The Village Chaukidari Act, 1870. 

men. Act VI 

PART ILT 

Miscellaneous Provisions. 

62 to 65. [Powers of the pnnchayal rtray be exercised by the District 
Magistrate; htdetts~i@ claure; Control vested in Coa~missionerofCircuit; 
Rules forgliida~~ce of panchayat.1-Rep, by s. 4(1) mid First Sclredule of 
rhe West Beteagal Panchayat Acl, 1957 (West Bert. Acr I of 1957). 

DUIY of 66. Nothing in this Act contained shall diminish or in any way affect 
iarrrirrdnr ro 
n-pon any liability, duly or obligauon of any forrrilrdar, under any law in forcc at 
crinlcs no1 h e  ~irnc of [he passing of this Act to report crimes of offences occurring 
afftclcd. within his eslate or tenurc. 

Village , 67. Nolhing in the ACL contained, save [he provisions of sections 58. 
wa~ch wherc 
p,,,,,,nyn, 59,60 and 61, shall affect any lands before [he passing of this Act assigned 
1101 for the maintenance. in any viIIage in which a paachqat may not be 
appoinlcd. 
nol ~ f c c l ~ ,  appointed, of an officer to kccp walch in such village and to rcpon crime 

to the police, and every such officer in such village shall be bound to 
perform the same duties, and shall have the same righls unto such lands. 
and may bc rcmovcd and a successor 10 him appointed, as if this Act had 
not been passed. 

68. [Co~tw~otcextlarr.]-Rep. by s. 4(1) otld Firsr Scl~edule of the 
Wesf Bellgal Panchayat Act, 1957 ( Wesr Ben. Act I oJ1957). 

Shon ri~lz. 69. Tbis A'ct may be called the ViHage Chartkidan Ac4 1870. 

[Scl~edules A mrd B were repealed by s. 4(1) mrd Firsr Schedule ofthe 
\Vest Berrgal Panchay at Act, 1957 (West Berr. Act I of1957N. 

SCHEDULE C. 

(Referred to ixl secrioxl 50.) 

Form of Transferring Order. 

Districr of 
I, Collector of I 

do by [his ordcr under my hand mads in pursuance of '[the Village 
Clrarrkidari ACI, 18701, iransfcr to , ~ n l i t t d o r  of 

, the eltawkidan cIrakararr Iands of the village of 
, in he said 

'These words md figures were substirured for rhc words and figures "Acr VI of 1870. 
pascd by h e  Lieurcnmr-Govcmor of Bcngal in Council" by s. 2 and ih First Schcdulc of 
lhc Bengd Rcpcding and Amending Act, 1938 (Ben. Act 1 of 19391. 
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The Village Chaukidari Act, 1870. 

bounded andconlaining bighas 
col~ahs; to hold unto thesaid 

his heirs and assigns subjec~ to the anhual assessment of 
rupees pay ableunder the provisions of thcsaid Act to tho 

Cl~arrkidori Fund of he said village and also subject lo a11 conuacls 
binding thesaid in respect ofany lands, 
partion of ~ h c  said situated within the 
said village. 

The day of 

(Sd-) J.  S.. 
Collecror of 

SCHEDULE D. 

(Rejerred to itr secrioli 54.) 

Form of Notice of Arrears of Assessment on Land. 

Pattclrayat of 
To A. B. Esq., Collector of 

Sir, 
I hereby notify to you that the sum oFRs. being 

for one year's assessment payable in respect of the charrkidari chakora/l 
land of this village mansfemed to the zan~indar of - 

become due on the 
day of and rhal h e  same is still unpaid, and that 
of is the person liable to pay such assessrncnl. 

The day of 

(Sdl-)  E. F.,  
Collecritrg Menrber of Panchayat. 
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